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FADE | N:
EXT. ERIM - N GHT
SUPER: Cct ober 1785

The Erimnightlife is eerily quiet. Domnating the cityscape is
an enornous, seven-story fortress. Those that recognize the city
will note this is in the exact |location of the forner ERIM
COUNCI L HALL.

A bl ack speck crawls up the side of the wall, closing in on a
w ndow. Cl oser inspection reveals this to a Fenpiror dressed in
ELEWD garb clinging to small protrusions on the side of the
bui | di ng.

The El ewo | ooks through the wi ndow at a group of Tepish
scientists standing over an unconscious formon a table.

| NT. TEPI SH FORTRESS — NI GHT

One of those wth the scientists is VLADOMR, aged only a year
over the last 10. Al 3 of them appear quite old. Vladimr has
taken on the dress of the Tepish red and bl ack arnor. The
scientists are dressed plainly.

TEPI SH SCI ENTI ST 1
Your protégé has found hinself
quite good with the m xtures. For
the first time, | think we have
made significant progress.

VLADI M R
We still require results. Wat has
happened so far with this batch?

TEPI SH SCI ENTI ST 1
The initial injection was given 10
days ago. Over that tine, the
subj ect’s bl ood supply very slowy
di ssipated until he finally fel
into this comatose state.

VLADI M R
Wiy did it take so | ong?



TEPI SH SCI ENTI ST 2
Uncertain. Voivode s original
serum took effect imrediately.
This mutation of it takes nuch
| onger.

VLADI M R
But will it do what we need it to?

The Elewo crawl s through the w ndow and up to the side of a

tabl e, upon which are severa

li qui d.

The scientist pulls back the subject’s guns to reveal

cani nes.

TEPI SH SCI ENTI ST 1
During the transition, it began
to affect the subject slowy. Look
her e.

TEPI SH SCI ENTI ST 1
These began el ongating after 7
days.

VLADI M R
Good. What about this bl ood
di ssi pation?

TEPI SH SCI ENTI ST 2
The subject did not bleed to death,
but the body gives the appearance
of doing so. Over the 10 day peri od,
the subject grew very pallid and as
we checked, we noticed the bl ood
| evel continued decreasing.

VLADI M R
I n your opinion, what will happen
when t he subj ect awakens.

TEPI SH SCI ENTI ST 1
| believe he'll want a refill.

vials filled with a dark, red

el ongat ed



VLADI M R
Excel lent. Prepare a report for
our contact in Kelirum

The El ewo snatches one of the vials and clinbs back out the
wi ndow. Vladimr sees the El ewo di sappeari ng.

VLADI M R
Hey!

Vladimr and the scientists run to the wi ndow and | ook out.

EXT. TEPI SH FORTRESS — NI GHT

The El ewo qui ckly scales down the rough exterior of the
fortress.

| NT. TEPI SH FORTRESS — N GHT

Vladimr turns to the scientists.

VLADI M R
Rai se the al arm

One of the scientists breaks away fromthe w ndow and runs out
the door into a I ong hallway.

TEPI SH SCI ENTI ST 2
Do you think he heard anythi ng?

VLADI M R
It won’t matter. They can't stop
it once it starts.

EXT. TEPI SH FORTRESS - NI GHT

The Elewo hits the ground running full speed away fromthe
Fortress. Only footfalls break the silence of the night.

Suddenl y, a sound breaks the silence - a | ow hum



EXT. ERIM ALLEYWAY - NI GHT

The El ewo charges around the corner down the alleyway. The hum
grows | ouder. FOUR CHASERS fly around the corner, hot on the
Elewo’s tail.

As they approach the Elewo, they try to slash at him He ducks
and rolls under the blades. The El ewo junps between buildings to
the rooftops. The Chasers turn their rigs upward and scal e the
wal | s.

EXT. ERI M ROOFTOPS - NI GHT

As the first Chaser reaches the roof, the Elew delivers a
smashing hit and throws the Chaser conpletely off bal ance. It
crashes to the ground.

The others avoid it and reach the roof. The Elewo runs from
rooftop to rooftop being chased by the Chasers.

The El ewo reaches the side of a taller building. He tries to
scale the side, but notices a Chaser close in. He junps off the
buil ding just before he’'s hit.

In the center of the rooftop, the Chasers circle, preparing for
the kill.

VOCE (O S.)
El ewo!

Everyone | ooks up to find another dark figure, this tinme dressed
inthe time worn garb of a Rastem He junps down to stand with
the Elewo. It is DAVID TAYLOR | ooking only a year ol der, about
18.

DAVI D
| amw th you, friend.

Back to back, they face the Chasers. The Chasers attack. David
draws his sword and sl ashes at the driver, cutting himdown. The
Elewo | eaps at his driver and kicks the driver off his nmount. He
falls off the side of the building to his death.



Wth the Elewo in control of the Chaser, the other Chaser
attacks. David slices at him but he avoids the blow. The El ewo
slans the Chaser into the side of the other one. He bl ocks one
bl ow, then delivers a final crack to the jaw.

Wth the driver disoriented, the Elewo junps off the Chaser and
both of then go over the edge. They crash on the ground bel ow

Davi d wal ks up behi nd the El ewo.

DAVI D
VWl | done.

The Elewo turns to him He remains strangely silent, only the
eyes visible in the dark nmask. The eyes, however, register
surpri se.

DAVI D
Are you well? I’ m David, a Rastem

He puts out his hand in friendship. The El ewo backs away from
him Tears flow out of the eyes. A fenmale voice issues fromthe
El ewo.

FEMVALE
| know who you are.

David | ooks at her incredul ous for just a nonent.

DAVI D
Bet h?

VO CES sound from below. David turns to it. Beth back flips off
the top of the building and di sappears over the side. David
spi ns back around and runs to where she di sappeared.

Her dark figure runs away far below David junps off the
bui | di ng behi nd her.

EXT. ERI M ROADVWAY - NI GHT

He | ands softly enough, but she is |ong gone. He turns to the

grow ng sounds. He bolts off in another direction, but is
surrounded by Tepi sh guards.



They circle him He stands ready. A BURLY GUARD breaks fromthe
circle, laughing, and approaches him

BURLY GUARD
You're a new one. This should be
easy.

The Burly Guard draws his sword and sl ashes at David. David
defl ects the blow and runs the guard through. He withdraws it
and stands ready to take on the rest.

They charge him He holds his own agai nst the onsl aught,
sl ashing at sone targets and deflecting blows with his wist and
ankl e gauntl ets. However, he becones overwhel ned.

SUDDENLY, TIBERIUS and ULRICH wth several Rastem and El ewo
warriors, led by Beth, junp into the scene to assist David in
hi s hopel ess battle.

The Rastem and El ewo overwhel mthe neager contingent of Tepish
Guards. The Guards break away and run back for the fortress. The
Rast em and El ewo do not gi ve chase.

DAVI D
(to Tiberius)
Thanks.

TI BERI US
| hope you weren’t out | ooking for
troubl e.
David turns to the figure of Beth, who is wal king away with
Urich and the other Elewo. She turns to | ook at him and then
| ooks away.

DAVI D
No...but | found it.

| NT. RASTEM H DECQUT — NI GHT

Tiberius sits listening to David, who reclines on a cot.



DAVI D
| never thought |1'd see her again.
She hasn’t changed at all in the

| ast ten years.

Tl BERI US
It’s the nature of our race. You
both | ook barely eighteen, but in
reality, you' re ten years ol der
| s that what happened out there?

DAVI D
| wat ched her scale the side of
the Tepish building, clinmb in and
back out. | followed her as she was
chased, and junped in to help her
when she was attacked. | had no idea
who she was until she spoke. | didn't
even know she was still with Urich
after he took her away.

TI BERI US
| was unaware you even wanted to
know.

DAVI D
No, of course not. | mean, we didn't
part well.

Tl BERI US
| renenber.

EXT. OPEN PLAINS — NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

ABRAHAM BARBER, at 17, clinbs his way onto the back of the Levi-
Beth Iies unconscious in the seat next to David. David
spots Abraham

ABRAHAM
| can’t allow you to poison the
wor | d.

DAVI D

|’ mnot going to. She was an
acci dent.



ABRAHAM
No nore acci dents, then!

They struggle briefly, but David overpowers Abraham He hol ds
hi mon the brink of the Cart.

DAVI D
Forgive ne, old friend.
ABRAHAM
| amnot your friend. I will hunt

you till the day I die.

DAVI D
| know. Take care.

Davi d tosses Abraham off the cart, and Abraham crashes to the
ground, rolling several tinmes before comng to a stop, face down
in the grass.

Davi d | ooks back to see Abraham cone to his knees and shake his
head. David | ooks back forward and turns the Levi-cart towards
t he Urufdi am cave.

As he passes the outskirts of Haugi nstown, he |looks to find the
Ad MII in flames. Hs eyes grow wide. He turns the cart to the
cave.

| NT. CAVE UNDER OLD M LL — NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

David pulls into the cave and stops the cart. He junps out and
| ooks around. Pieces of the burning dd MII flutter through the
hole that leads up to it.

DAVI D
Zechari ah!

He wal ks a few steps and notices the Chaser is gone. He smles
and turns back to the cart.

Suddenly, a body drops through the hole into a heap on the
gr ound.



David freezes. He turns to find Zechariah on the ground, | ooking
up at him He is bleeding froma wound in his stomach and burned
all over his body.

DAVI D
Zechari ah, what happened?
ZECHARI AH
(weakl y)

Viadimr...won. Beware...of him

DAVI D
VWhat do | do?

ZECHARI AH
Take ny body...w th you.

Davi d picks Zechariah up and rests himin the back of the Levi-
Cart. He blasts out of the Cave.

EXT. PLAINS AROUND HAUG NSTOMWN — NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

As David speeds away, the Od MII collapses beneath itself - a
grand bonfire lighting the night sky. Around the front of the
mll, little specks of people cheer.

EXT. URUFDI AM CAVE — NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

Davi d speeds the Levi-cart towards the cave at the Urufdi am

Pl at eau.

| NT. URUFDI AM CAVE — NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

David stops. Tiberius and Urich run in.

TI BERI US
Davi d! What is going on here?

Urich places a hand on Tiberius’ shoulder. He points to
Zechariah. The pair runs over to him still reclining in the
back of the Levi-cart.



10.

TI BERI US
ad friend...

Zechari ah opens his eyes and | ooks at Ti beri us.

ZECHARI AH
It was Viadimr. He betrayed us.
Tl BERI US
(re: David)

Did he lead you into a trap?

ZECHARI AH
No. He is naive. He changed the
girl by having relations with
her. | hope you will be able to
break himof his insol ence.

Urich | ooks over to David, and then to Beth. He wal ks over to
Bet h and checks her over.

Tl BERI US
What about you?

ZECHARI AH
|l will not survive. If | had not
heard David's voice, | would have

stayed to burn, so no accidents
woul d occur.

Tl BERI US
| s there nothing we can do?

ZECHARI AH
No.

The ol d friends clasp hands.

ZECHARI AH
Good- bye, Tiberius. Be to himwhat
you were to ne.

Tl BERI US
Rest in peace, Zechari ah.



ZECHARI AH
I finally will.

Ti berius watches as Zechariah’s |ife ebbs away from him
Zechari ah dies. Tiberius stands and | ooks at David, who stands
off to the side.

Tl BERI US
What ever he saw in you, it has
saved you fromnme. You are |ucky I
am sane.

DAVI D
Yes, sir.

BETH (O S.)
VWhere am | ? Who are you? Davi d!

David runs over to Beth's side. Urich allows himto hold her
hand.

DAVI D
| ” m here.

BETH
What happened? Where am | ? What
IS going on?

DAVI D
It was an accident. Aterrible
acci dent .

BETH

What was? What do you nean? Who are
t hese peopl e?

DAVI D
You renmenber how | told you I
couldn’t cone hone because |
changed?

BETH
Yes. ..

11.



DAVI D
The | ove we had made in the mll
changed you. | didn’t know it
woul d.

BETH
What ?

DAVI D
You can’t go home. You can’'t go out
into the sun. You are no |onger |ike
our famly and friends. You are a
Fenpi ror.

Beth | ooks at David for a noment. She rises to her feet and
turns away fromhimas if trying to find words.

BETH
Never go hone?

DAVI D
No.

Beth stands facing away fromhim He searches for words.

DAVI D
We can be together now, though..

Beth spins on him

BETH
Oh, we can? Was that the plan? Is
t hat why you cane back? | can never
see ny famly, who | cherish above
all other things on this earth, but
| get you as a consol ation prize?
VWhat makes you think | want to have
you now? You took away everything
fromme. Everything

DAVI D
Beth, it was an acci dent!

12.



BETH

13.

Conveni ent accident, David! OCh, |
was a fool to pity you, and think
that we were sayi ng good-bye when
the whole tinme, you were taking ne

into your net.

DAVI D
No, Beth, it isn't |like that.
didn’t know. | would never-
He approaches her.
BETH

CGet away from ne!

She turns around and decks hi m — hard!

He flies across the small

garage area, and lands in a heap. She drops to her knees,
baw i ng into her hands. David rises up and | ooks at her,

pitying. Urich wal ks over to her.

ULRI CH
(to Tiberius)
You are pledged to that one.
wll care for this one.

Tiberius nods. Urich lifts Beth up and carries her out. She
continues crying. David watches, powerless to prevent it.

Ti berius wal ks over to him

Tl BERI US
W | eave tonorrow

DAVI D
VWhat about Bet h?

Tl BERI US
She is in good hands.

END FLASHBACK

| NT. RASTEM HEADQUARTERS - NI GHT

David sits up on the cot.



DAVI D
| thought that | had forgotten
about her, but instead, | find that
my feelings remain. Is it possible
to see her again?

Tl BERI US
That is not ny decision. The El ewo
keep their positions secret, just
as we keep ours. Since the Tepish
drove them out of Wufdiam8 years
ago, they do not stay in any one
pl ace for long. If Urich and |
had not been neeting, you m ght
have found yourself in a tight spot
earlier.

DAVI D
But surely you have sonme way of
contacting them

Tl BERI US
We have preset neeting tinmes for
whi ch nessengers of both
disciplines will pass nessages.

DAVI D
Then | may pass a nessage to her by
this route!

Tl BERI US
Now is not the time, David. The
Tepi sh are up to sonething, and our

next neeting will determ ne our
course of action. | need you to be
t here.

DAVI D
Me?

Tl BERI US
Yes.

DAVI D

Why ?

14.



15.

TI BERI US
Urich and | think you may be abl e
to help with this new Tepish
probl em

DAVI D
How?

TI BERI US
If I tell you now, we wouldn’t need
t he neeting.

EXT. ERIM — NI GHT

David and Tiberius walk i nto an unassum ng run-down little shop
on the Erimstreets. The ancient sign reads Bart’s Cart Parts.

| NT. BART' S CART PARTS — NI GHT

Tiberius leads David to a far wall. Looking around, he steps on
a particular spot and then presses a spot on the wall. The floor
| oners and anot her section closes in over them

| NT. SECRET MEETI NG PLACE — NI GHT

David and Tiberius ride the little lift to its base. An El ewo
Guard stands at the bottom Tiberius approaches him

TI BERI US
Rastens Ti berius and David to neet
with Urich.

The El ewo turns and wal ks down a corridor. Tiberius and David
follow. The Elewo stops at the end of the corridor. Tiberius
opens the door, and he and David step through.

| NT. SECRET MEETI NG HALL — NI GHT

Inside the roomis a large, round table. ULRICH sits in one
position with another Elews, JATU, on one side of him



16.

Jatu appears to be in his 300s with long black hair, deep bl ue
eyes, and a slender face with an intelligent | ook about him On
his other side sits Beth, with her El ewo hood down. Like David,
she has only aged one year in the l[ast 10.

She | ooks up with surprise at David' s entry with Ti berius. David
pauses for a nonment upon seeing her, but then continues behind
Tiberius to sit next to another Rastem KALTESH. David sits on
the ot her side of Tiberius.

U rich stands.

ULRI CH
Friends, welcone. W are gathered
to answer the growi ng threat of
the Tepish. As we are all well aware,
t hey have taken over this fornmer
capital city of Erim making no
secret of the “gift of imortality”
to the world. Wien this gift was not
accepted as nuch as they wanted, they
freely distributed the dreaded
syringes to their people with rewards
for new Fenpiror. \Wen people
further resisted, they required a
bounty of one new Fenpiror per day
under penalty of death. Even this
puni shment did not entice the
people to turn against their
fathers and transnutate others into
us. They have a new plan. Jatu.

Urich sits. Jatu stands.

JATU
For several years, the Tepish have
been conducting tests upon the
original serumcreated by the
al chem st Voi vode Dracul ya. Carefu
mut ati ons have been made to change
the future Fenpiror into a form
and physiology different fromours
as we have it now. Qur information
on this was very limted until we
had one of our Elewo, Beth, enter
the Fortress and take a sanple of

( MORE)



17.

JATU ( CONT’ D)
this new formula. The nmutation from
our own physiology to this new
strain is severe. Qur limted
informati on notates that unlike the
original, this nutation works nuch
sl ower. The change begins as a
di ssipation of the victims bl ood
over a period of approximately 10
days. The victim s canine teeth
el ongate. Before the change is
conplete, the victimslips into
unconsci ousness. Qur guess as to
the intention is unconscionabl e.

DAVI D
VWhat is the intention?

Jatu | ooks over to David. Fear hides behind his eyes as if the
next sentence fills himw th the utnost of dread.

JATU
We believe the victimof this
change wi Il have no choice but to
i ngest blood to sustain hinself.

Surprise registers with David, Kaltesh, and Tiberius. Urich and
Beth remain stoic.

Tl BERI US
ls this true?
BETH
VWhen | listened to the scientists

relay the information to each other,
they indicated that when the victim
wakes fromhis coma, he will want
arefill.

JATU
It is our surm se that the Tepish
are working to create the people’s
vanpire. Their goal will be nuch
closer to the folklore than we are.



18.

KALTESH
Do we know anyt hing el se?

ULRI CH
No. But we aimto. W know the
tests to be conducted at KelTrum
a small town not too far fromErim
where there is a small popul ace of
humans and Fenpiror. Most of the
Fenmpi ror have been transnutated
within the last 5 to 10 years, and
t he humans accept themto an extent.
There may be nore to it than that,
so we need to send soneone in.

DAVI D
Who?

ULRI CH
You. .. and Bet h.

Both David and Beth | ook at Urich, surprised.

BETH
Why us?

Tl BERI US
The principle is sound enough.
You are both well-trained in your
di sci plines. You both | ook very
young still. And we need to gain
these people’ s trust if we are to
| earn anyt hi ng.

ULRI CH
You are to be a couple who was
attacked by Vanpires...it is
i nportant you not |et them know
your extensive know edge of our
hi story or you will be suspect.
You heard of this town and are
seeking refuge. They will likely
accept you w thout further question.
It is also valuable that you both
know each other already. It is
nearly norning. You wll |eave for
KelTrumtonorrow. That's it.
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Everyone nods and rises. Beth imedi ately | eaves through a far
exit opposite where the Rastem entered. David watches her go. He
turns to Tiberius.

Tl BERI US
David, return to our hideout. |
must speak with Urich al one.

DAVI D
Yes sir.

David starts to wal k away, but then stops and turns back to
Ti berius. Tiberius | ooks at him

Tl BERI US
| s there sonething el se?

Davi d searches hard for words, but never finds any. He shakes
his head, and then wal ks out of the room U rich approaches
Ti beri us.

ULRI CH
So, he is still in love wth her.
TI BERI US
It’s funny how sone things never
di e.
ULRI CH
That it is. | hope this is a good
i dea.
TI BERI US

| believe it is. For nore reasons
than we reveal ed here.

U rich nods.

EXT. ERIM QUTSKI RTS — NI GHT

Urich and Ti berius stand aside as David and Beth sit inside
Zechariah's Levi-Cart.



20.

Tl BERI US
There is a cave due sout heast
of the town. It’s within walking
di stance, but not so close that you
can be seen. It is inperative that
you wal k into town and not take the
Cart. W wll take a report at
m dni ght at that cave in three days.

David and Beth nod and jet off.

ULRI CH
There they go.

Tl BERI US
Say your prayers.

ULRI CH
More fervently than ever.

EXT. OPEN PLAINS — NI GHT

David drives the cart silently over the plains at high speed.
Beth rides silently beside him He spots the cave and pulls the
cart intoit. He and Beth energe fromthe cave and start wal ki ng
to a small town in the distance.

David | ooks over to her. She wal ks quietly beside him not
| ooking at him He adjusts his pack and his sword peeks out from
under his tunic. Beth spots it.

BETH
(unenotional)
Are you supposed to have that?

DAVI D

| stole it froma dead vanpire
BETH

What ?
DAVI D

Ti berius said not to go unarned,
so he gave ne a cover story to have
it with ne.



21.

BETH
Hn | don’t require any such
ext ensi ons, but that always has
been the difference between the
Rast em and t he El ewo.

David | ooks at her surprised, but she | ooks away with a smrk.

DAVI D
| can hold ny own in hand-to-hand
conbat .
BETH
Real | y?
DAVI D
Real | y.
BETH

You wanna test that?

DAVI D
Bring it on.

They stand facing each other at armis Iength. David puts down
his gear. Beth watches him as if bored with this chall enge.

David makes the first swing. She blocks it, and tosses himto
his back. He tries to get up, but before he can, she trips him
up and hol ds her hand at his neck, just short of a fatal blow

They stay in this position for a nonent before she rel eases. He
clinbs to his feet.

BETH
He who makes the first bl ow
pl aces hinself at an i nmedi ate
di sadvant age.

She wal ks towards the town. He brushes hinself off and foll ows.
They wal k along in silence for sonme tine. Finally, he turns to
her .

DAVI D
| didn’t nmean to, you know.



They walk a little further. David | ooks over to her.

her eyes.

BETH
| know.

DAVI D
| woul d never have-

BETH
| know.

DAVI D
| wish | could change-
BETH
No, it’s not that.
DAVI D
What is it?
BETH
| don’t hate you. | really don’t.

When | saw you the other night, |
was just so surprised, |-

She breaks of f and | ooks away.

DAVI D
You didn’t know what to say?

She shakes her head.

DAVI D
| was rather taken aback, too.

BETH
It’s just that | got flooded with
all of these nenories and things |
thought 1'd forgotten all about.
Stuff I had to | eave behi nd.
Everyt hing. Hopes and regrets alike.

DAVI D
What do you regret?

22.

Tears fill



BETH
A |l ot of things.

DAVI D
Li ke?

BETH
Chil dren. W& were supposed to have
children by now | was supposed to
have been a nother to however many
a woman can get in 10 years. \Were
are ny children? Were is ny famly?
Where is the life | was supposed to
get out of |life? Nowhere. | didn't
even get to say good-bye to the
famly | had. They won't ever know
what happened to ne.

DAVI D

Abrahamw I'| say | ki dnapped you.
BETH

Probably. | heard about that.
DAVI D

You di d?
BETH

Urich and Ti berius keep well in

touch. | wonder how he’ s doi ng.
DAVI D

He probably married Mary Dillinger
i ke he said.

BETH
Poor Abraham He |oved ne, you know.

DAVI D
| know.

They wal k along in silence towards the small town.



24.

I NT. TEPI SH TEST FACILITY — N GHT

The test subject fromthe fortress lies on a table in a darkened
room Forns stand al ongside the table.

The subject’s eyes pop open. Wth a deep gasp, he sits up. Hs
eyes dart around the room A VO CE speaks fromthe person beside
the table. This individual will be referred to as Voice until
his face is reveal ed.

VA CE
How do you feel?

SUBJECT
Hungry.

VA CE

What woul d you |ike?

SUBJECT
| don’t know.

The voice raises an armand gives a “conme here” gesture. Two
Fenmpiror carry in a struggling human and toss himon the ground.
He | ooks up at the voice and the Subject.

VA CE
WIIl this help you?

The Subject smles wide and toothfully. Enornous, elongated
cani nes dom nate the visage. The Subject nods.

VA CE
Then he is yours.

The Subject junps down and grabs the Human. He sinks his canines
into the Human’ s neck. The Human screans. The Subject w thdraws
hi s cani nes and sucks on the Human' s neck.

The Fenpiror who brought in the Human shrink back in horror.

FEMPI ROR
VWhat have we done?
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VA CE
What has been asked of us. W
shall continue to observe. Mladimr
expects a report soon.

The Human passes out. The Subject finishes his “neal” and tosses
t he human down, dead. Bl ood trickles down his chin.

EXT. KELIRUM — NI GHT

Davi d and Beth approach the town, which is alive with nightlife.
Instead of the lighting systemin older Fenpiror areas, the town
islit by fire. The people of Kelirum | ook up at their approach,
wary.

BETH
(whi spers)
Put your arm around ne.

DAVI D
What ?

BETH
W' re supposed to be a couple.

David puts his armaround Beth as they enter. A nan approaches
them This is OBADI AH. He appears to be around 40 with

di shevel ed hair and a worried | ook. Hi s clothing, by contrast,
appears relatively new.

From his belt he produces a rod about a foot long with a sliding
switch on its side.

Wal ki ng outside the lit area of the town, he slides down the
switch, and a spark ignites a flame atop it, |ike an oversized
lighter. This is sinply called a SELF-LI GATI NG TORCH

David and Beth pay it little mnd, as it seens to be a
comonpl ace item

OBADI AH
Hol d there. Who are you? W don’t
get many strangers here.



DAVI D
My nane is David. This is nmy wfe,
El i zabeth. W heard we could find
refuge here.

OBADI AH
Ref uge from what ?

DAVI D
W were attacked by a vanpire and
carried to a city over there. They
told us terrible things and we found
out they' re true.

OBADI AH
What ki nds of things?

DAVI D
Pl ease, sir, we cannot go home. CQCur
friends and famly will turn against
us and kill wus.

OBADI AH

Why woul d they do that?

DAVI D
Because we got changed into vanpires.
We cannot survive in the daylight. W
have been persecuted so many tines.

BETH
Sir, we heard of your refuge for
| ost souls and canme to seek your
hel p.

pbadi ah regards them suspi ci ously.

OBADI AH
Very well. | am Qbadi ah Massur a,
the mayor of the night-dwellers here
in Kelirum The nornmal people are
mayored by Paul Stalik. They have
gi ven us amesty here and do not
persecute. These are a rare people.
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DAVI D
Thank you, sir.

He signals to a man standing near him HARRISON. He is a plain
young man with brown hair and brown eyes, dressed in drab
cl ot hi ng.

OBADI AH
Harrison, here, will help you find a
place to rest until proper quarters
may be found.

DAVI D
Thank you, sir.

BETH
Thank you.

Harrison | eads them away. (badi ah gestures to anot her Fenpiror,
FRI NYAR. Frinyar has a serious |ook about himw th cropped brown
hair and blue eyes. He is dressed sharply but sinply.

OBADI AH
Watch them Frinyar. | want to know
everyt hing. Wat they do, where they
go, what they say. Understand?

FRI NYAR
Yes, sir.

EXT. KELI RUM HALFWAY HOUSE — NI GHT

Harrison | eads David and Beth to a hal fway house situated near
the outskirts of Kelirum

| NT. KELI RUM HALFWAY HOUSE — NI GHT

Harrison | eads themto the front desk where FI ONA W STRA awai ts.
She appears to be around 64, an older woman with grey hair and a
ki ndl y, grandnot herish | ook about her. The house is |it by self-
lighting torches simlar to Obadi ah’s.

FI ONA
Good evening, Harrison. New
arrival s?



Fi ona pul

28.

HARRI SON
Yes. Straight fromErim

FI ONA
OCh, poor things. So young too.
can take solace in ny life after
t he change, but these young ones
make ne sad.

DAVI D
How many young ones have there
been?

FI ONA

Oh, dozens. Goodness, we have
grown. Those Erim people certainly
stay busy. It is a wonder they
haven’t rooted us out yet.

BETH
Wiy don’t they?
Fl ONA
To be honest, dearie, | don't know.

Maybe, we’'re just not that big a
threat to them and they got their
way with us. | figure, why should
t hey even bot her?

DAVI D
True.

s a key off a board behind her and hands it to David.

FI ONA
Here you go, dearie. It’s a shane,
real ly.

DAVI D

VWhat's a shane?

Fl ONA
You two woul d have nmade sone
beauti ful chil dren.
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Beth | ooks at Fiona sadly for a nonent. Tears fill her eyes. She
| ooks away and turns to walk up the stairs. David watches her.

Fl ONA
Forgive nme. | didn’t nmean to upset
her.

DAVI D

Don't worry. It's just all so
new for us.

David follows her up the stairs. He neets Beth at the top. Her
eyes are red and shot.

DAVI D
What’'s wrong?

BETH
Let’s just find our room

DAVI D
Very wel | .

Davi d checks the key tag and finds their room He unlocks the
door and opens it for Beth to enter first. He foll ows.

| NT. HALFWAY HOUSE, ROOM 202 — NI GHT

The roomis stark. Wndow ess, a bed and a chanber pot make up
t he sparse furnishings along wwth an unlit self-lighting torch
on the wall.

Beth sits on the bed, her head hung | ow. David wal ks over to the
torch and slides the rod on the side downwards. The fl anme
ignites. He turns to Beth.

BETH
| don’t know what’'s wong with ne.
|”ve survived the |last 10 years
W t hout so much as a tear for what
|"ve lost. Now, I"mjust a ness.

DAVI D
Maybe you're finally facing what
you’ ve refused to face all this
tinme.
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BETH
Maybe | am David, why did you
have to conme back into ny life?

DAVI D
Nei t her one of us asked for this,
but -
David turns from her.
BETH
VWhat ?
DAVI D
Not hi ng.

David thinks for a noment.

DAVI D
How are we going to handl e the
sl eepi ng arrangenents? W’'re
supposed to appear narried, so
there may be a respectable way to-

He turns to the bed and notices Beth has fallen asleep. He
removes her shoes and noves her head to the pillow He waps her
in the blanket covering the bed by just lifting his side over
her.

He slides the switch on the torch back up, which extinguishes
the flame. He |ies down next to her, and goes to sl eep.

| NT. KELI RUM HALFWAY HOUSE HALLWAY — NI GHT

Frinyar peeps through the keyhole at the sl eeping pair.
Satisfied, he wal ks down the stairs and past Fiona. Fiona spots
hi m as he | eaves.

FI ONA
You're not going to trouble the
poor dears, are you, Frinyar?

FRI NYAR
|’ mon orders of Obadi ah, Fi ona.
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FI ONA
You don’t think they' re the ones
he warned us about, do you?

FRI NYAR
That’ s what we have to find out.

Frinyar wal ks out si de.

EXT. KELIRUM — NI GHT

Daybreak threatens the horizon. Frinyar wal ks down the street in
Kelirum He enters the TOMN HALL, a large building with few
W ndows.

I NT. TOMN HALL — NI GHT

The town hall is lit using the Fenpiror lighting systemused in
Erim Frinyar wal ks through a short hallway. He enters a room
cl osing the door behind him

| NT. OBADI AH S OFFI CE - NI GHT

Frinyar wal ks in and gives a swft bow to Obadi ah, who sits
behi nd a desk.

FRI NYAR
They entered the hal fway house and
are now asl eep.

OBADI AH
Anyt hi ng out of the ordinary?

FRI NYAR
No sir. Wien | reached their room
she had already fallen asleep. He
covered her and |ay down hinself.

OBADI AH
Thank you, Frinyar.

Frinyar | eaves. (badi ah gets up and wal ks out as well.



I NT. TOMN HALL — NI GHT

pbadi ah wal ks further down the hallway fromhis office. He
unl ocks a door at the end of the hallway and enters.

| NT. SECRET HALLS — NI GHT

(badi ah wal ks around a short hallway. He reaches anot her door
and enters.

I NT. TEPI SH TEST FACI LI TY ANTEROOM — NI GHT

(badi ah wal ks up behind the Voice. The Voice watches the Test
Subject in the other room A large wndow in the upper side of
the room faces east. The sun is beginning to peek over the
hori zon.

VA CE
Wat ch, (Cbadi ah. W nust test our
new brother’s resilience to the
sun.

OBADI AH
Is it safe to stand here?

VA CE
Be assured, | specially prepared
this window to block the part of
the sun that hurts us. | like to
stand here often and watch the
sun rise. | cannot feel its
warmh, but | can at |east see its
brilliance.

The sun cones over the horizon and fills the roomwth |ight.
The Subject stands well within its rays and-

- not hi ng happens!

OBADI AH
Amazi ng!
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VA CE
| ndeed. Qur new friend can go where
we cannot. This increases his
usef ul ness.
(turning to Obadi ah,
t he sun shadowi ng him
You have sonething to report?

OBADI AH
Only that |ast night, we received
nmore refugees fromErim sir.

VA CE
Well done. What are their nanes?

OBADI AH
Husband and wife, sir. Their names
are David and Eli zabet h.

VA CE
| ndeed?
OBADI AH
Is there a problemsir?
VA CE
Are you having them wat ched?
OBADI AH
O course.
VA CE
Wel |l done. | want a thorough report

of every novenent they nake.

OBADI AH
Yes, sir.

padi ah | eaves the room The Voice turns back to the Subject,
bat hing in the sunlight.

VA CE
David and Beth. How interesting.

33.
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EXT. ERIM - N GHT

A Rastem stands in the shadows watching a specific point on the
buil ding on the far side. As he watches, a figure sidles onto
the side of the far building, its head facing the direction of
t he Rastem

The Rastem | ooks around qui ckly and then runs across the street,
sidling up against the wall.

RASTEM
What do you have?

The figure |l ooks up at himand smles. The Rastem staggers back.

RASTEM
Tepi sh!

TEPI SH
Take this to your |eader!

The Tepi sh runs the Rastem t hrough. The Tepish stuffs a paper in
the Rasteni s pocket and then wal ks away.

An Elewo energes froma nearby alley. Seeing the Rastem he runs
to him The Elewo | ooks both directions, and then slips back
into the shadows.

| NT. KELI RUM HALFWAY HOUSE, ROOM 202 — SUNSET
Davi d awakens. He turns and Beth is not next to him He sits up

and she is sitting on the floor at the foot of the bed. She
| ooks sad.

DAVI D
Bet h?

BETH
Hi .

DAVI D

Are you wel | ?

BETH
Thank you for tucking nme in. Forgive
me for passing out on you.



She stops

DAVI D
Don’t worry about it.

BETH
|’ malso sorry |’ve been such a
mess since we started. You nust
have a horrible opinion of ny
abilities.

DAVI D
No, | don’t. You re finally going
t hrough what | did so | ong ago.
was forced to accept it through a
ot of trials.

BETH
| just blocked it out. Refused to
acknowl edge it at all.

DAVI D
Do you still hate ne?

and | ooks at him She | ooks troubl ed.

BETH
No. | never did. | know nore now
than | did then. | know enough to
realize that we nmade | ove and you
didn"t know it would do this to ne.

DAVI D
Can | do anything to help you?

Beth thinks for a long tine.

BETH
Yes.

DAVI D
Anyt hi ng.

BETH

Take ne to Haugi nst own.

Davi d shakes hi s head.
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DAVI D
The nost poignant |esson | |earned
was not to ever go back

BETH
But you did go back. You went back
so you could say good-bye to ne. |
need the sanme thing. | need to say
good-bye to ny famly. | need to
tell themI|’  mokay and alive, but
that I can’t cone back. They’l|
think 1’m sone kind of a ghost,
since | haven't even aged the | ast
10 years.

Bet h gazes off into the distance.

DAVI D
| have sone reservati ons about this.

BETH
Do you | ove ne?

DAVI D
What ?

Beth | ooks himin the eyes.

BETH
Do you | ove ne?

DAVI D
Yes.

BETH

Then, please do this for nme, so |
can nove onto this crazy life we’'re
stuck in.

DAVI D
VWhen?

BETH
As soon as possible. W have the
Levi-cart. W can be there and back
again in one evening.
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DAVI D
We have to report to Tiberius and
Urich in two days.

BETH
We have no guar antees of keeping
the Levi-cart past then. They m ght
tell us to conme on back. W have to
do it before then.

DAVI D

We shoul d at | east | ook around.
BETH

David, | want to do this now

David | ooks into her pleading eyes. He ponders it for a |long
nonent .

DAVI D
Then we’ || go.

Beth breathes a sigh of relief.

BETH
Thank you.
Davi d st ands.
DAVI D
Let’ s go.

| NT. HALLWAY, HOUSE LOBBY — NI GHT
Davi d and Beth approach Fiona at the front desk.

DAVI D
Fi ona, we were just wondering about
near by towns and such. What’s the
nearest town to here?

FI ONA
Way woul d you be wanting to go
el sewher e?

37.



38.

DAVI D
Well, | figure we’'re stuck like
this for a long tinme now, so we
m ght as well see what’s around

here. | like to know the |ay of
t he | and.

FI ONA
Vell, | think the closest is

Forel di m of f east aways, but making
a round trip on foot will take you
the better part of the night. You Il
be running to make it back here

bef ore sundown.

DAVI D
Oh, we're just checking it all out.
We m ght not even get that far. Wat
do you think, Hon?

BETH
Well, we’ve nothing better to do, so
let’s go.

FI ONA

M ght you want to know nore about
KelTrumfirst?

DAVI D
We can do that tonbrrow. W want to
wal k about today. Bye!

FI ONA
As you wi sh. Good-bye now.
EXT. KELI RUM — NI GHT

David and Beth wal k very quickly out of town towards the Levi -
Cart.

DAVI D
| think it’s suspicious of us to
| eave the first day after arriving.



BETH
You cane up with a good cover story,
| think.

DAVI D

It’s not that good, really, but
let’s hope it holds.

Frinyar watches themwal k away fromthe town. Obadi ah conmes up
behi nd t hem

OBADI AH
Were are they going?

FRI NYAR
Fi ona said Forel dim

OBADI AH
(conf used)
VWhat ? Which way is Foreldim

Frinyar points a direction different fromwhere David and Beth
are goi ng.

OBADI AH
That’ s what | thought.
FRI NYAR
Maybe they’ re | ost.
OBADI AH
|f they were here longer, | would

think they' re spies, but they
didn’t go anywhere.

Frinyar nods.

OBADI AH
Vell, watch for their return.
Inform e i mredi atel y.

Frinyar nods.
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| NT. RASTEM HEADQUARTERS, ERI M — NI GHT

Ti beri us paces anxiously. KALTESH enters. He now appears 38, a
well-built man with deep bl ue eyes and | ong brown hair tied back

in a pony tail. He has sharp eyes and now sports a scruffy
bear d.
KALTESH
Ti berius, we found him
Tl BERI US
Wher e?
KALTESH

He had been run through. W found
this nmessage on him

Ti berius takes the note from Kal t esh.

TI BERI US
(reading, in Felletterusk)
“Suf ki nar selad sil staf.”
(repeats in English)
“Your days are nunbered.”

KALTESH
Should we take it seriously?

Tl BERI US
We shall take our brother’s death
seriously. Did you nake contact
with the El ewo?

KALTESH
Yes, sir. He was watchi ng over the
body. He knew we woul d cone for it.

Tl BERI US
O course. What did he say?

KALTESH
They’ ve been forced to rel ocate.
Their hi deout was overrun.

Tl BERI US
Qurs is likely already conprom sed.
Prepare to nove
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EXT. HAUG NSTOMN OUTSKI RTS — NI GHT

David and Beth zoom towards Haugi nstown in the Levi-Cart. The
provincial little town has not changed at all in the last 10
years. David stops in front of the nound that was Zechariah’s
House.

BETH
What’'s this place?

DAVI D
It belonged to Zechariah. He
hel ped ne in the beginning.

BETH
Urich told ne about him He was
bet rayed.

DAVI D

Yes. W can | eave the cart here.
It’s closer than the cave.

David feels over the garage nound. He | ocates the handle, and
i ke cl ockwork, the door opens.

BETH
How di d you know about that?
DAVI D
It’s where this Levi-cart cane
from
BETH

You' ve had this the whole tinme?

DAVI D
Yes.

Beth gets out of the cart. Together they push it into the nound.
David shuts off the power and the cart settles to the ground.
Davi d cl oses the nound.

DAVI D
Let’s go.

The two set off towards Haugi nstown, not too far off.



42.

EXT. HAUG NSTOMWN TOWN SQUARE — NI GHT

The pair wal ks through the town square. The statue still stands
over the grassy area anongst the little shops and houses. A
NI GAT WATCHVAN makes his rounds, wal king silently in the

nmoonl i ght .

They conti
house.

Once they
She | ooks

DAVI D
(nostal gical ly)
This is strange.

BETH
| know. Al my life | assuned |
woul d grow up, grow old, and die
inthis little town.

DAVI D
W’ ve probably seen nore in the
| ast 10 years than everyone in
this towm has seen in their entire
l'ives.

BETH
I’11 bet you're right.

nue through the square and in the direction of Beth’'s

reach Beth’s house, she stands before it for a nonent.
over the house.
DAVI D
VWhat’'s wrong?
BETH
|’ ve changed so nmuch. As | | ook at
the house where | grew up, | know
in ny heart that | can’t cone back
to this.
DAVI D

Do you want to go in?
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BETH
Yes. | still have to say good-bye.
Despite what | just learned in ny
soul, it won’t be any easier.
DAVI D
"Il wait for you outside.
BETH
"1l find you.

Bet h wal ks around the side of the house to a wi ndow. She opens
it and clinbs in.

| NT. CARPENTER HOUSE - BEDROOM - NI GHT

Bet h stands beside her sl eeping PARENTS. Her father’s hair has
turned al nost conpletely white. Her nother’s face is streaked
with |ines beyond her age.

Bet h sighs as she | ooks upon them

BETH
What can | say to you? | don’'t
want to cause you any nore
pai n than you nust have
experienced already. And yet,
sone selfish part of nme needs
to tell you good-bye. To tel
you that I’mdoing well. To
tell you that I'malive.

Her father stirs, restless, but doesn't awaken. Beth wal ks
around the bed to her nother and kneel s besi de her.

BETH

My dearest nother, | can see
how nmy | oss has hurt you.
Don’t mourn for nme any |onger.
Don’t shed another tear. You
bot h know how nuch | | ove you,
and I will mss you forever.
But don’t worry any nore.
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Beth gently kisses her nother on the cheek. Atear falls from
her nother’s eye. A smle drifts across her sl eeping face.

Beth wipes a tear fromher own eye and wal ks to the w ndow. She
| ooks at her parents one last tinme. Her father stirs again.

He | ooks over to see her standing next to the wi ndow, the

nmoonl i ght showi ng her face clearly.

BETH S FATHER
Bet h?

BETH
Go to sleep, father. When you
wake up tonorrow, be happy
again. Smle again. Let the
town hear your | aughter once

more. I’msure they’d m ssed
it these past years. | know
have.

She wal ks over to himand ki sses himon the cheek.

BETH
This is a very good dream

Her father watches her walk to the wi ndow and clinb out.

run out of his eyes. He lays his head on his pillow
Beth's nother stirs and | ooks at him

BETH S MOTHER
Are you ok?

BETH S FATHER
Yes. Everything s fine now

She cuddl es up to him

BETH S MOTHER
Yes. Yes, is.

Tears
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EXT. HAUG NSTOMWN TOWN SQUARE — NI GHT

David stands beside a tree. He watches the night watchman makes
his round around the square. David squints his eyes, staring at
the watchman, as if he recognizes him David s eyes grow w de.
He hides behind the tree to ensure he isn’'t seen.

Beth conmes up behind him w ping her eyes.

DAVI D
How are you feeling?

BETH
Better. It was awkward. | didn't
know what to say. They didn't
either. | don't knowif this

hel ped or not.

DAVI D
|"’msure it did.

David holds out his arm and Beth sidles next to him He kisses
her head as she rests it on his shoulder. David | ooks up. The
ni ght wat chman conmes closer to them

BETH
Davi d-

David puts his hand over her nout h.

DAVI D
Sh.
BETH
(whi spers)
VWhat is it?
DAVI D

One of ny brothers. W need to get
out of here.

BETH
Why ?
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DAVI D
| don’t know how it would affect
himto see us.

David' s brother, MARK TAYLOR, who resenbles David in general
appearance and around 31 in age, stops and cranes his head
around, as if he heard sonet hing.

David | ooks around the tree. Mark stands only a short distance
away, looking directly at hinml David | eans back agai nst the
tree.

DAVI D
(whi spers)
W’ ve got to get out of here!

BETH
There’s no where to go!

Mar k whi ps around the tree - a club raised in defense.

MARK
Who are you?

David and Beth turn to him surprised. Mark | ooks at themfor a
nmoment, and then rel axes.

MARK
Ch, David. Beth. You scared ne.
What are you doing out so | ate?
You know the rules. Go on hone!

DAVI D
Yes. Pardon us.

BETH
Par don.

David and Beth run past himand out of town. Mark shakes his
head and continues his watch.

After a few steps, he stops. H's eyes grow wide. H's nouth
opens. He whips his head around to | ook after them

Davi d and Beth di sappear into the shadows beyond the town
squar e.



EXT. ZECHARI AH S HOUSE — NI GHT
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Davi d and Beth reach Zechari ah’s house. David | ooks behind them

DAVI D
| sure hope he thinks we’re ghosts
or a dream or sonet hing.

BETH
|’ msure he’'ll be fine.

Bet h wal ks over to the nound, but David stops.

BETH
VWhat is it?

DAVI D
| want to go inside for a nonent.

BETH
As you w sh.

I NT. ZECHARI AH S HOUSE — NI GHT

David presses the |ight button. A low whir sounds and a nonment
later, the lights cone on. The place is exactly how Zechari ah

left it, but covered under a |layer of dust. David | ooks around.

Beth follows him

BETH
This is where he |ived?

DAVI D
For quite sone tine, as |
understand it.

Davi d wal ks over to the room he occupied for a short tinme 10

years earlier. Beth foll ows.

DAVI D
This is where | woke up. Zechari ah
was as consoling as he could be,
but I was just hideous to him Wth
everything | put himthrough, he
still cared. He stood by ne.



Bet h wal ks through the living area down the hal
Beth touches it gently

BETH
It was his job.

DAVI D
| know.

sanctuary with the cross on the table.

and | ooks
stars.

She turns

to the hole in the ceiling where she can see the

BETH

| want to thank you for bringing

me back.

DAVI D

| owed it to you. It’s nmy fault

you're like this.

BETH

We share the fault. You didn't

know, and | didn't care.

DAVI D
Do you regret it?
BETH
Not the act. | |oved you. |

t hought | was never going to
see you agai n.

DAVI D
Me, too.

BETH
But here we are.

t o Davi d.

BETH
Toget her agai n.

DAVI D

Wul d t hey approve of a Rastem

and El ewo bei ng together?



BETH
Do you want to?

DAVI D
W' re going to live a long tine.
Wiy do it al one?

He takes her hands in his. The cross is visible between them
like a priest overseeing the cerenony.

BETH
| prom sed once that | would
stand besi de you for al
eternity.

DAVI D
We have an eternity ahead of us.
Wul d you take that vow again?

BETH
Wul d you promse to | ove ne
beyond all other prom ses and
all reason?

DAVI D
Beyond the vow of the Rastem

BETH
And the vow of the El ewo.

DAVI D
Forsaking all others.

BETH
Cl eavi ng one to anot her.

DAVI D
VWhat was formally two.

BETH
WIll now be nmade one.

DAVI D
From now until forever.
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BETH
Till death do we part.

DAVI D
Till death do we part.

They wap their arns around each other and ki ss passionately.

I NT. TEPI SH TEST FACILITY — N GHT

VI adi m r wal ks around the Subject who sits in his chair watching
t hem

VLADI M R
You' ve done wel |.

VA CE
Thank you, Vliadimr.

VLADI M R
Your insight broke the code that
el uded our poor trapped brains
for so | ong.

VA CE
| have done what | could to
serve the Tepish

VLADI M R

We have two nore tests to try.
VA CE

Oh?
VLADI M R

Yes. Quard!

A Quard runs over to Vladimr. VMladimr picks up an enpty
nilrof. He stabs it into the guard s neck and w t hdraws sone
bl ood. The guard w nces.

VLADI M R
Let us see which is stronger.
Yours or Voivode’s.



51.

He injects the guard’ s blood into the Subject. The Subject
w nces but shakes it off. Ml adimr stands back, inpressed.

VLADI M R
Amazi ng! You have defeated the
original serum

VA CE
Thank you. What is your other
test?

Viadimr smles. He uses the sane syringe to wi thdraw bl ood from
the Subject and injects it into the guard.

VA CE
What are you doi ng?!

VLADI M R
Initiating this lucky Tepish into
the future.

The Guard falls to his knees. He hol ds his neck,
hyperventi |l ati ng.

VA CE
Was that test authorized?

VI adimr grabs the shirt of the Voi ce.

VLADI M R
Everything | do is authorized, boy.
Do not forget to renenber that.

He pushes the Voice away. They both turn back to the guard. He
| ooks up at them sweat pouring down his face.

As his mouth stands open, his canine teeth elongate. His face
drains of color as his blood quickly dissolves. He screans and
col | apses on the ground.



52.

VLADI M R
| mpressive. 10 days in humans, but
10 seconds in Fenpiror. Watch him
| will return with a verdict in 2
days. | believe we’'ll begin
duplicating this soon until we have
enough actual Miutations to not need
the duplication process anynore.

VA CE
How many are there now?
VLADI M R
Wth your subject here, about a
dozen.
VA CE
A dozen?
VLADI M R

The group fromthe | atest batch

have all recovered after their 3-day
coma, and stand ready. Keep up the
good wor K.

Viadimr |leaves with a supply of the Miutation serum

VA CE
(to hinself)
What have | done?

EXT. KELI RUM — NI GHT
Frinyar sits near the outskirts of town, watching the horizon
where David and Beth had di sappeared. He sits up suddenly. Hi's

eyes narrow.

Wal ki ng hand in hand towards the town are David and Beth. They
| ook very content and happy. They wave at Frinyar as they enter.

DAVI D
Eveni ng.

Fri nyar nods as they enter, |ooking perplexed.



Bet h nods

Bet h | aughs. They continue wal king towards Town Hal | .

Ohadi ah | eaves the Town Hal |l .

BETH
How much tine do we have |eft
t oni ght ?

DAVI D

Only a couple of hours. That
shoul d be enough to check out the
town and gat her an idea as to what
m ght be happeni ng. Thoughts as to
a starting place?

to the distant Town Hall.

BETH
That | ooks |ike the Town Hall of
the city. W could go there. Most
Hal | s are open to the public.

DAVI D
Sounds good. Being new, | guess
such a nove woul d be natural

BETH
Thoughts on our friend?

DAVI D
The one who's foll owed us since
we got here? W’ Il be subtle and
make sure our lock is plugged
t oni ght .

DAVI D
Let’s admire the architecture
first.

BETH

VWal k around it?

DAVI D
Exactly.

pass. Frinyar cones up beside him
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David and Beth wave at him as they



OBADI AH
VWhat are they doi ng?

FRI NYAR
Wal ki ng.

OBADI AH

What are they tal king about?

FRI NYAR
| can’t get close enough to find
out .

OBADI AH
Don't allow themto wal k around
the building. Bring themto ne.

FRI NYAR
VWhat reason should | give?

OBADI AH
Rout i ne questi ons.

FRI NYAR
Yes sir.

David and Beth wal k around one side of the buil ding.
| arge wi ndow on the side.

DAVI D
That' s odd.

BETH
Way woul d a Fenpiror buil ding have
such a w ndow?

DAVI D
Let’s | ook in.

DAVI D
VWhat is that?
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They spot a

They wal k towards the w ndow. \When they get close enough, the
Subj ect throws hinself against the glass and snarls at them His
pointed teeth are well defined. They junp back.
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Beth peers at it. Frinyar cones up behind them

FRI NYAR
Excuse ne.
They whi p around.
DAVI D
Yes?
FRI NYAR

Mayor Obadi ah wi shes to see you.

DAVI D
Sure. What’s goi ng on?

FRI NYAR
Just some routine questions we
ask of everyone who cones here.
wn't take long. W just m ssed you
before you left after sunset.

DAVI D
Very wel | .

David and Beth follow him Beth | eans over to Davi d.

BETH
Good tim ng.

DAVI D
That’ s what | thought.

Behi nd them the Subject pounds the glass in frustration. A
smal | crack appears. The Subject |ooks at it and smles.

| NT. OBADI AH' S OFFI CE — NI GHT

padi ah sits behind his desk, waiting. The door opens and

Frinyar escorts David and Beth into his office. Obadi ah stands
to greet them
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OBADI AH
Wel conme to Kelirum | ask your
pardon for being remss in
wel com ng you properly.

DAVI D
Thi nk nothing of it.

OBADI AH
Sit, please.

BETH

Thank you.

David and Beth sit opposite (badi ah. Frinyar stands at the back
of the room

OBADI AH
So. Wien were you two attacked?
VWhat happened?

DAVI D
W were recently married and
spendi ng sone personal tine
t oget her before going to work and
life. W were out |ate, so decided
to stay the night in a cave. But
there was sonething in there with
us. It attacked ne first. Beth was
scream ng; | heard her, but |
couldn’t do anyt hing.

BETH
He had this pointed thing that he
stuck in our necks. It was col d.

DAVI D
When we canme to, we were in this
huge building. |1’ve never seen

anyt hing so big before. Anyway,
t hey gave us these things they
cal l ed, uh...

BETH
Neal -ruff?



OBADI AH
Nilrof?

DAVI D
That’s it. They gave us each one
of those and said to draw our own
bl ood and inject it into other
regul ar people. They said we had
to bring them one a day.

OBADI AH
That’ s the Erim quot a.

BETH
W couldn’t do it.

DAVI D
Once they let us go, we threw
those horrible nilrofs away and
have been hiding out during the
days.

OBADI AH
How did you find your way to us?

BETH
We had stayed over one ni ght at
an inn on the edge of that city.
VWhat was it?

DAVI D
Erim | think.

OBADI AH
Yes, go on.

BETH

Yes, the guy behind the counter
told us about this town that had

a bunch of new people |like us, who
threw away their nilrofs and ran
away.

OBADI AH
| nt eresti ng.
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DAVI D
He pointed the way to go and here
we are.

OBADI AH

Quite the harrow ng adventure.

BETH
It was.

On the wall a plate slides open revealing a small hol e.

| NT. OFFI CE NEXT TO OBADIAH S — NI GHT
The Voi ce peeps through the hole at David and Beth.

OBADI AH (0. S.)
| notice you carry a sword. How
did come by this?

DAVID (O S.)
W were in Erimthe other night
and witnessed a fight between a
group of soldiers fromthe big
bui l di ng and two ot her groups. |
took the sword for ny own
protection fromthe carnage.

OBADI AH (0. S.)
Do you know how to use it?

DAVID (O S.)
Not yet, but | am hoping for sone
initial intimdation.

The door slides shut.

| NT. OBADI AH S OFFI CE — NI GHT

Ohadi ah nods, satisfied.



OBADI AH

VWell, your story seens true enough.
But |let nme assure you your sword
w Il not be necessary as |ong as

you’' re here.

DAVI D
Can | at |east keep it?

OBADI AH
You cannot carry it through town.
We prohibit any weapons in our
streets. W are a peace-1loving
peopl e and do not wi sh to get
involved in any kind of disputes.
There is sonme kind of war going on
bet ween factions of the ol der
ni ght -dwel l ers. The Tepish are the
ruling faction and the others seek
to unseat them It is a pathetic
struggl e that goes back centuries.
They refuse to agree, and we, the
little people, suffer for it. It is
fromthis little invisible war of
theirs that you and ne and everyone
in this town were changed. W wil |
have no part of it.

DAVI D
That’s fine. I’mno fighter.
pbadi ah smles at him
OBADI AH
Good. | will present you to our

| eader and he will want to neet
you t onorrow.

BETH

Oh, you aren’t in charge?
OBADI AH

No. | amthe mayor, but | report

to a higher authority as well.
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DAVI D
VWho i s he?

OBADI AH
If he wishes to tell you his nane,
he will do so. Frinyar will help
you back to your room

BETH
Thank you.
DAVI D
Ni ce neeting you.
OBADI AH
You too. Enjoy your stay here in
Kel Trum
DAVI D
Thank you.

David and Beth | eave the office. Frinyar follows. A door opens
to the side office. The Voice steps through.

VA CE
| saw what | needed to see.

OBADI AH
What is your determ nation?

VA CE
They are spies. He did not take the
sword; it is his. Heis a skilled
Rastemwarrior. Hs wfe, if she
really is, is an Elew, and a
form dable one. I wll see them
tomorrow, and they will not | eave.

| NT. KELI RUM HALFWAY HOUSE, ROOM 202 - NI GHT

Frinyar holds the door open for David and Beth to enter. He
pulls it closed behind them They | ook at each for a nonment.
David holds a finger to his nmouth. He stands to one side of the
door. He kneels down and | ooks under the door.
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Under neat h, he sees Frinyar’s knees on the floor as if Frinyar
i s looking through the keyhole. David points to the keyhol e.

DAVI D
( nrout hed)
He’' s wat chi ng us through the
keyhol e.

Beth sm | es and shakes her head. David takes his bag and hangs
it on the doorknob, blocking the hole.
| NT. KELI RUM HALFWAY HOUSE HALLWAY — NI GHT
Frinyar jerks away fromthe keyhole. He wal ks to the room next
door and enters.
| NT. KELI RUM HALFWAY HOUSE, ROOM 202 — NI GHT
David gets up.
DAVI D
He’s not there now, but he wal ked

to the room over here.

David indicates the wall of the roomthe Frinyar entered. Beth
points out a small hole in the wall.

BETH
This | ooks interesting.

DAVI D
It does.

David puts his ear to the wall.

| NT. KELI RUM HALFWAY HOUSE, ROOM 204 — NI GHT

The roomis dark. Frinyar wal ks over to the wall and slides a
panel back. He peeps through it. Through the hole, his prey are
not seen.



| NT. KELI RUM HALFWAY HOUSE, ROOM 202 — NI GHT
David smles and | ooks at Beth.

DAVI D
( nout hed)
He slid back a panel

BETH
( nrout hed)
Not very original, are they?
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David snm |l es and shakes his head. He nobves in front of the

peephol e and |i stens agai n.

| NT. KELI RUM HALFWAY HOUSE, ROOM 204 — NI GHT

Frinyar jerks back again. He slides the panel
the room |Iistening.

| NT. KELI RUM HALFWAY HOUSE, ROOM 202 — NI GHT

shut and stays in

David smles. He gestures for Beth to sit with himon the bed.

She follows himand leans in close to him

DAVI D
(I ow)
He's still over there, but he
cl osed the panel. | guess they

just want to listen to us.

BETH
How | ong do you think he'll stay
t here?

DAVI D

He laid on the bed over there, so
he’ || probably rest when he thinks
we're asl eep.

BETH
Who says we’'re going to sleep?
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DAVI D
Good poi nt.

They kiss and | ay down.

| NT. KELI RUM HALFWAY HOUSE, ROOM 204 — NI GHT

Frinyar lies back on the bed in the next room He sighs, rolling
his eyes as he places his hands behind his head. He closes his
eyes.

EXT. ERIM — DAY

A group of 20 black clad Rastem creep through the sparsely

popul ated daytinme streets of Erim wearing day-travel cloaks,

t hi ck heavy cl oaks and gl oves that conpletely protect the wearer
fromthe sun

Ti berius | eads. He reaches the edge of a building and | ooks
around, careful to keep his face shadowed in the hood.

Up the road a ways, a group of guards stand, watching the
street. They | ook ready for anything, but do not wear day-travel
cl oaks. Tiberius |ooks puzzl ed.

Tl BERI US
Kal t esh.

Kal tesh nmoves up to him

Tl BERI US
What do you make of this?

Kal t esh | ooks around the corner at the waiting guards.

KALTESH
Perhaps, it is sonme kind of bl ocker
on the skin.

TI BERI US
Maybe. Or maybe there is nore to this
Tepi sh mutation than we initially
bel i eved.



Ti beri us noves past the Rastem agai nst the wall.

KALTESH
Resilience to sunlight?

Tl BERI US
Maybe so. W cannot go this way. W
have to find another way around.
Fal | back

Tl BERI US
Everyone, we’'re taking a different
path. This way is guarded and we
cannot risk a battle during the day
and | osi ng our cl oaks.

The Rastem nod assent and foll ow him

TI BERI US
Yori, recommendati ons.
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YORI, now appearing 28, still keeps her long blonde hair tied up

in a tight bun and her hazel eyes remain as sharp as ever.

Rastemuniformis altered to fit her femnine form She turns to

Ti beri us.

The Rastem start traveling away fromthe road where the guards

awai t .

YORI
We can doubl e back and go further
west to try and avoid them
QO herwi se, we'll need to find
anot her hi deout or go back to our
former one.

Tl BERI US
We can’t go back. We'll hole up
sonewhere if we have to, but we
can’'t go back

YORI
Very wel | .

Tl BERI US
Let’s go.
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The Tepish guards are the Vanpire-like Miutations. Vladimr in a
day-travel cloak stands over them

VLADI M R
Mut ati ons! Your prey travels in
dayl i ght. Appease your hunger and
track themdown. If they give you
trouble, renmoving the cloak wll
subdue them Be gone!

The Mutations run through Erim down side streets, hunting for
their prey.

The Rastemtravel slow. One of themruns up to Tiberius.

This is BOLTASH, a |arger man appearing to be around 32 with a
frownset nouth, |arge noustache, and tousled black hair that

| ooks like he tries to keep cut short and serious, observant,
brown eyes.

BOLTASH
Ti beri us!

Tl BERI US
VWhat is it?

BOLTASH

Sonet hi ng passed the all ey back
there. It is noving quickly.

Tl BERI US
Did you see it?

BOLTASH
Only a glinpse.

Tl BERI US
VWhat was it?

BOLTASH
| don’t know.

Tl BERI US

We have to nove. Pass the word.
Hol d your cloaks. W' re going to
have to run
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Bol tash runs al ong the Rastem passing along the word. Tiberius
takes off at a sprint, one hand grasping his hood. The others
quickly follow suit.

They cut back north through an alleyway. Two streets away and
across a W de-open space i S an open awni ng.

6 Mutations settle in behind them As Tiberius runs, his cloak
flips anay fromhis wist. Burns devel op on his exposed skin. He
pulls the sl eeve back down and never m sses a step.

They run across one street. One of the Miutations catches a
Rastem fromthe rear and drags himto the ground. The Rastem
tries to fight back but the Mutation pulls back his hood.

As the sun burns the flesh on his head, the Mutation bites his
neck and takes what he can fromthe Rastem

Tl BERI US
Al nost t here!

The Rastem cross the second street, but as they approach the
door. The other 5 Mutations cut themoff. One of them pounces on
Kal tesh. Kaltesh throws himoff but another takes himfrom
behi nd and drops his hood.

Before he can bite, Tiberius kicks the Mutation off and restores
Kal tesh’s hood. His face is burned, but he s ok.

TI BERI US
Into the doorway! CQut of the sun!

The Mutations work to bl ock the doorway, and the ones from
behind work to cut the Rastem down.

Ti berius and others draw their swords and slice at the
Mut ati ons, but they are very quick and continue to pull down the
hoods of the Rastem besting several of themfor neals.

The Rastem attenpt to rescue their conrades, but other Mitations
protect their brethren. As the Rastemfall, nore Miutations are
avai l abl e to tackle the di m nishing nunbers.

Half the Rastem are able to reach the safety of the awning, and
be out of the sun.
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The Rastem stand at battle ready under the awning as the
Mut ations finish their meals and collect in the sun.

The Rastem | ower their hoods. Several are burned badly in the
face. Kaltesh is especially bad, but he stands ready.

KALTESH
VWhat do we do, Tiberius?

TI BERI US
Retreat into the church. W w |
try to hold our own as they enter.
The Rastem slowy back into the church and cl ose the heavy doors
behi nd t hem
| NT. ERI M CHURCH — DAY

The Rastem bolt the door and go into the sanctuary. Five others
stand with Tiberius, Yori, Kaltesh, and Boltash.

YCORI
That won't hold them
Tl BERI US
No, but it’ll take a few nonents for

themto bust it down. Do we hold any
advant ages in here.

KALTESH
Not even a narrow entry.

TI BERI US
This may be it for us, then. Is
there a rear exit?

YORI
I’11 check. Tyran, Boltash, cone
w th ne!

Yori runs off with TYRAN (a young man who | ooks to be around 16
with a shock of red hair, green eyes, and a timd | ook about
him and Boltash towards the front of the sanctuary, carefully
avoiding the light streamng in through the stained gl ass

W ndows.
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Si | ence.

KALTESH
Wy aren’t they doi ng anythi ng?

TI BERI US
My fear is, “what are they doi ng?”

A soft patter sounds through the sanctuary.

FALTA
VWhat is that?

Ti berius | ooks very worried. H s eyes gaze upward. Hi's nouth
dr ops open.

TI BERI US
God i n Heaven. .

Kal tesh and the others | ook up. THE MJTATI ONS ARE SCURRYI NG
UPSI DE DOAN ON THE CEI LI NG

KALTESH
VWhat devilry is this?

Tl BERI US
St and ready!

The Mutations drop to the floor. One Mutation ducks a swing from
Rastem 1 and then bats himout one of the wi ndows, shattering it
as the Rastemexits. The Mutation follows quickly after; a
scream ensues from out si de.

The 5 remai ni ng Rastem desperately swing at the Mutations with
their swords, but they are remarkably fast and avoid every bl ow.
At 10 to 5, the Rastem are overwhel ned.

Mut ati ons kick Rastens 2 & 3 into the sunbeans and bite them as
they burn. The others are unable to help their fallen
conpani ons.

A Mutation kicks Tiberius into the sun. He quickly rolls to the
side as the Mutation tries to junp on top of him Tiberius turns
to his feet and runs the Miutation through. The Mutation
col | apses, dead.
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Tl BERI US
So, you still die like the rest
of us.

Yori, Tyran, and Boltash reappear. Seeing the hopel essness of
the battle, Yori calls out.

YCORI
Cone on!

Ti berius, Kaltesh, and FALTA (a wonman appearing to be around 23
with jet black hair, deep brown eyes and is shorter than
average) escape to Yori and her band.

The 6 run through a rear exit and down a flight of carved stone
steps. Yori pulls out a self-lighting torch and | eads them
t hrough cat aconbs beneath the church

The Mutations stop at the cataconb entrance off the side of the
sanctuary. M adimr wal ks up behind them

VLADI M R
Excel l ent work, ny friends. W can
take it from here.

A contingency of Tepish cone up behind Viadimr, dressed in day-
cl oaks.

VLADI M R
They will die down there.

| NT. KELI RUM HALFWAY HOUSE, ROOM 202 — DAY

David stands with his ear against the wall. He smles and turns
to Beth, who is reclining on the bed.

DAVI D
He' s asl eep.

BETH
How can you tell?

DAVI D
He snores...|oudly.

David junps back into bed. Beth cuddles up to him



DAVI D
So who do you think they had
behi nd t hat w ndow?

BETH
That was the person | saw when
took a sanple of their newest
poi son. He was a recipient of it
and was unconsci ous at that tine.
| guess they transported himhere
after that.

DAVI D
So, the Tepish are invol ved.

BETH
Apparently. What do you think they
want with this town?

DAVI D
| woul d guess either an out of the
way test area, or a fair supply of
vi ctins.

BETH
The Tepish don’t just |eave their
victinms in peace. There are
unchanged peopl e here. Maybe we
should try and get them out.

DAVI D
We shoul d advi se our chain of
command what we’ ve di scovered, and
they' Il let us know what the best
thing to do is. Tonight, we neet
whoever is in charge of Obadi ah.

BETH
W can’t trust him
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DAVI D
O course not, but as long as we
continue in our naivety, we'll be
fine until we report. | think we

may have all the info we need, but
|’d like to know what the Tepish
want with the people.

BETH
Agr eed.

They settle in to bed and go to sl eep.

I NT. ERI M CHURCH CATACOMBS - DAY

Yori |eads Tiberius, Kaltesh, Tyran, Boltash, and Falta through
t he cataconbs using SELF- LI GHTI NG TORCHES.

TI BERI US
Yori, do you know where this wll
| ead us?

YOR
Ti berius, | don’'t even know I F

there’s a way out. W heard the
fighting and ran back w thout
searchi ng the whol e thing.

Tl BERI US
How are your instincts?

YCORI
Perfect as ever. |If there’'s an
exit, I'll find it.

TYRAN
On the bright side, the nmaze of
this place will at |east slow
down our pursuers. There hasn’'t
been a sound of them since we got
down here.

BOLTASH
Doesn’t nean nuch. W didn't hear
themearlier. Just saw t hem
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KALTESH
(to Tiberius)
What are we to do if cornered?

TI BERI US
G ve them sonething to tal k about.
If we go down, we go down fighting.

FALTA
Conforting thought.

The Rastem wal k onwar d.

I NT. ERI M CHURCH CATACOMB ENTRANCE - DAY

At the entrance to the cataconbs, the contingent of Tepish
warriors enter and renove their day-travel cloaks. Viadimr
stands before them holding a self-lighting torch.

VLADI M R
Somewhere in this maze are our
enem es. They have subverted us
for |1 ong enough. Spread out and
find them Wen you find them kill
t hem

VI adi mr stands aside and the Tepi sh spread out through the
hal |l s of the cataconbs.

| NT. ERI M CHURCH CATACOMBS - DAY

The Rastem continue through the tunnels.

The Tepi sh warriors charge through recklessly, the | ead hol ding
a self-lighting torch

Falta stops and turns back.

FALTA
Bol tash, do you hear that?

BOLTASH
That sounds |li ke nmore than 10.
Ti beri us!



Ti berius wal ks back to them

Tl BERI US
VWhat is it?

BOLTASH
Li st en!

Tiberius listens to the sounds issuing fromwthin the
cat aconbs.

TI BERI US

They’ ve set their Tepish warriors
on us! W’ ve got to get to safety.

Ti berius wal ks to Yori.

TI BERI US
W need to find a place to hide.
YOR
These cataconbs are as unfam i ar
to me as everyone else. | have

tried to keep us goi ng upward, or
at least level, but I don't know if
we're getting anywhere.

Ti berius | ooks around. Surrounding their position are eight
coffins, four on each side of the room four on the floor and
four on a dug out “shelf” above the | ower ones.

TI BERI US
Li sten, everyone. W’ re going to have
to crawl into the crypts. It wll
not be fun, but I'll spend the night
wth astiff if | can wake up
tonmorrow. Let’s take these here.
Yori, give me the |ight.

She hands himthe torch.
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TI BERI US
You 5 get in. I'll go last. Cover
your faces with your cloaks, or
you’ I | choke on the dust. Do not
get out until | give the signal
You better get confortable. |’ m not
going to get us out until |I’'m

satisfied they have gone.

The other 5 crawl into the nearby crypts, cover their faces with
their cloaks to protect fromthe dust, and close the |ids.
Satisfied they are safe, Tiberius douses the light and crawl s
into one.

Sil ence. Darkness. Noises sound fromrunning feet. A troop of
Tepi sh charge by. Silence again. Darkness.

EXT. KELIRUM — NI GHT

Frinyar | eaves the Hal fway House with David and Beth in tow. As
t hey wal k, they notice two stakes in front of the Town Hall. The
t owmnspeopl e are piling | ogs around one of the two stakes. David
turns to Beth.

DAVI D
This can’t be good.

Bet h shakes her head. They walk to the Town Hall. Obadi ah awaits
them on the steps.

OBADI AH
Good eveni ng.

DAVI D
Mayor Obadi ah, what’s goi ng on?

OBADI AH
We are preparing a cel ebration
of long awaited freedom

Si x townspeopl e Fenpiror approach and stand behi nd David and
Beth. David and Beth | ook at them curious.

BETH
Fr eedon®? Fr om what ?
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OBADI AH
You.

The 6 seize David and Beth, 3 each, holding themfast. David and
Beth | ook at their attackers for a nonent.

BETH
Be calm David.

They do not struggle, but stare at Obadi ah.

DAVI D
Wiy are you doing this?

OBADI AH
You don’t know?

BETH
Are we acting guilty of
somnet hi ng?

OBADI AH
Over the past few weeks, people
have turned up m ssing.

DAVI D
VWhat shoul d we know about that?

BETH
W’ ve barely spent any tinme here.

OBADI AH
Don’t play innocent with nme. You
two are spies for the
insurrectionists called Rastem
and El ewo. You seek to subvert the
current rulers and cause not hing
but trouble. You have cone here to
t ake people for your cause, whether
they like it or not. W are not
fighters!

BETH
Where did you conme up with an idea
i ke that?
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OBADI AH
Qur | eader knows who you are. Tie
t hem up.

The Fenpiror lead themto the stakes. 3 to 1 being unfair odds,
they go wi thout struggle.

The Fenpiror tie David to the one wwth the wood and Beth to the
one standing free. David and Beth test the ropes. They don’t
give at all. The people stand around with self-lighting torches,
ready to set them abl aze.

DAVI D
| f you know anyt hi ng, then you
shoul d know that neither the
Rastem nor the Elewo recruits any
one against their will. That is
the way of the Tepish.

OBADI AH
That is what an insurrectionist
woul d say. Qur | eaders know you.
You can address your pithy remarks
to him

badi ah stands back and out of the doorway of the Town Hal
wal ks-

ABRAHAM BARBER! HE IS THE VO CE.

DAVI D
Abr aham

BETH
| don’t believe it. What are you
doi ng here?

ABRAHAM
| mght ask you the sane question
You conme here with your story of
havi ng been recently changed, but
the truth is you were changed 10
years ago...both of you



DAVI D
But you. You were fine. |I left you
as a human.

ABRAHAM

Yes, you did. You tossed ne off of
your Levi-cart to die in the plains
around Haugi nst own.

DAVI D
It was within wal king distance!

ABRAHAM
You nust have forgotten that your
friend was fighting a Tepi sh,
whose sworn duty is to transnmutate
humans.

DAVI D
VI adi mr!

ABRAHAM
Yes, Vladimr. He changed ne. |
consider it a favor, since | was
able to find you and puni sh you
for what you did to her.

BETH
Abraham | forgive him He didn't
know what he was doi ng!

ABRAHAM
Irrelevant. Viadimr told ne that
Zechariah told David repeatedly
not to return, but he di sobeyed.

DAVI D

So stand up to nme and we will fight.

don’t destroy ne w thout so nuch
as getting your hands dirty. What
kind of revenge is that?

7.



ABRAHAM
Not so easy. You hooked up with the
Rastem That sword you carry is your
own, and in 10 years of straight
training, you re at |east form dable.
| received only mnimal training
before the Tepi sh recogni zed ny
abilities and noved ne into
researching the nutation

Abr aham wal ks beyond David to Beth.

ABRAHAM
And you. | loved you. | really did,
but you rejected nme. You cone to
town unarnmed, but with him So
ei ther you remai ned together, which
| find unlikely, or you were
trained as an Elewo, and are nore
| ethal unarnmed than he is.

Bet h doesn’t respond.

ABRAHAM
But | don’t lie when I tell you I
| oved you. My revenge is with
David alone. You will live to fight
anot her day.

BETH
Then unti e ne.

ABRAHAM
Not on your |ife. Wien he is a
charred heap, then you can go free.

BETH
|"d rather die, then to thank you
for living.

Abraham sm | es and wal ks away.

ABRAHAM
Enj oy your death, David

He wal ks away.
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ABRAHAM
Li ght him up
DAVI D
This is a coward’ s revenge,

Abr aham

Abraham only wat ches. The townspeopl e standi ng around set their
torches on David s woodpile. They slowy light up the night sky.
As Abraham wat ches, anot her townsperson runs up to him

TOWNSPERSON
Sir! Sir! There are horses
appr oachi ng.

Abr aham | ooks up. A contingent of Tepish rides in on horseback.
Abraham strides up to him

ABRAHAM
(in Felletterusk)
Hav paca?
(transl ation)
What ' s goi ng on?

TEPI SH RI DER
(in Felletterusk)
Hov sil 1i?
(transl ation)
Who are you?

ABRAHAM
(in Felletterusk)
Abraham Bar ber. Ka karta ate
j actdrpun Cunliskel par Tepi sh
Eri mero. Rodpun Ml nakel nmef

Kur vat z.
(transl ation)
Abraham Barber. | am working on a

project for the Tepish Council of
Erim On orders fromthe Kurvatz
Mal nak.
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TEPI SH RI DER

(in Felletterusk)
Ka maoca rodnor haki enal upranef,
El rod Mal nakel. Siht tranu
Ozl avileta tiki gertdskjav. Liki
rorms karta. Lew sil resto ti
j etoraz.

(transl ation)
| conme with orders fromhis superior,
the Elrod Mal nak. This town has
outlived its useful ness. Your serum
is effective. W’ ve cone to sterilize
t he town.

ABRAHAM
What ?

TEPI SH RI DER
Your duty here is conplete. Return
to Erimand report. We will finish
her e.

ABRAHAM
But -

TEPI SH RI DER
(to his squad)
W pe t hem out!

Abr aham wat ches hel pl essly as the Riders nove into the throng of
peopl e.

David and Beth struggl e against their bonds as the townspeople
are cut down around them Beth delivers several swift kicks to
t he base of her stake. She succeeds in snapping it. She hol ds
the rope close to the flanme. The rope weakens and snaps.

She junps over to David and grabs a flam ng pi ece of wood. She
burns his bonds.

BETH
We have to stop this slaughter.

David nods. They split up. David grabs the stake that Beth had
broken. He swings it at a riding Tepish and throws himfromhis
st eed.
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The Tepish rises and picks up his sword. David keeps his
attention with the stake as Beth approaches from behind hi mand
snaps hi s neck.

DAVI D
Anot her ?

BETH
Pl ease.

David carries his stake like a twg and sw ngs at anot her
Tepi sh, knocking himoff. He conmes to his feet, but David sw ngs
t he heavy | og down on his head, smashing himto the ground.

Beth, junp kicks another Rider, knocking himfromhis nount.
Bef ore he can get up, she is on top of himand smashes his nose.

Anot her Ri der makes straight for David. David sw ngs, but the
Ri der grabs the end and swings David into a building. David
smashes through the wall and |Iies unconscious. Beth spins

ar ound.

BETH
Davi d!

A Ri der passes behind her slashing her back. She staggers, but
retains her strength. More and nore riders approach her. She
ducks and avoi ds the bl ades.

She grabs the hand of one who stretched too far, and throws him
into another, causing themboth to skid on the ground.

It is not enough. As they circle her on their horses, they slice
at her again and agai n.

One of themfinally runs her through, lifts her onto his bl ade,
and throws her over his head and off his blade. She crunples
agai nst a building, notionless.

Abr aham wat ches this, staggered, powerless to prevent it. The
Tepi sh Riders finish their work, |eaving bodies in their wake.
They ride out of Kelirum |eaving Abraham al one.

The night is now silent except for the roar of the fires.
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Thunder rolls. Rain falls. Abraham doesn’t react, but continues
to |l ook to where Beth | anded.

David crawls out of the building he fell into.

DAVI D
Bet h! Bet h!

Abr aham wat ches him anger welling up within him

David finds Beth's body. He kneels down beside her. She has been
sliced all over and is covered in blood. He cradles her head in
his arns and ki sses her.

DAVI D

(crying)
OCh Beth. Beth, forgive ne.

Abraham wal ks up to him David |ooks up at him H s eyes narrow.

DAVI D
Wy? There was no reason to destroy
this village.

He | owers Beth to the ground and stands before Abraham

DAVI D
She did not have to die.

ABRAHAM
| had nothing to do with this. She
was going to go free.

DAVI D
You sl aughtered all those people.

ABRAHAM
| did not hing.

David grabs himby the collar.

DAVI D
Way shouldn’t | kill you?



ABRAHAM
You’' ve certainly succeeded in
killing everyone el se who has cone

cl ose to you. Zechariah. Beth.

DAVI D
| did not kill them

ABRAHAM
No? You were the catalyst. If it
weren't for you, they would both
be alive. Do you wish to add ne to
your list?

Davi d softens and rel eases Abraham

DAVI D
No.

David drops to his knees beside Beth again.

DAVI D
You're right. | ama blight. Those
cl osest to ne have died. Perhaps
you were right to want to kill ne.

ABRAHAM
| have not forgotten ny prom se.
And | intend to make good on it.

Abr aham sof t ens and kneels next to Beth with David.

ABRAHAM
However, | think we can hel p each
other for the monent.

DAVI D
Way should I?

ABRAHAM
Because you owe it to ne. It is
because of you that | am a Fenpiror
and even in the enploy of the
Tepi sh.
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DAVI D
You choose your sides.

ABRAHAM
That may be the Rastem way, but
with the Tepish, you do as you're
told or you die. I had no choice.
You know t hat.

DAVI D
What did you do for thenf

ABRAHAM
You know how the difference
bet ween a Fenpiror and the Vanpire
myth is so pronounced?

DAVI D
VWhat of it?

ABRAHAM
| hel ped them nutate our bl ood

into a serumto create real Vanpires.

They feed on real bl ood.

David’s nouth drops open. H s eyes w den.

DAVI D
Why ?

ABRAHAM
| had to, but I wsh | hadn't. I
will spend ny life trying to undo
it. I helped themto create
nonsters. When they are hungry, they
t hi nk of nothing but the hunt.
They’'re just as fast as we are, and
just as strong. They can survive in
sunlight, and they are able to cling
to walls and ceilings. They are
further renmoved from humanity than
we are.

DAVI D
Dear God. ..
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ABRAHAM
It’s worse. Their blood will change
humans as ours will, but ours has
no effect on them

DAVI D
And theirs has none on us?

ABRAHAM
Wong. It takes the nutation 10
days to change a human, but only
10 seconds to change a Fenpiror.

DAVI D
You fool!
ABRAHAM
| admit it.
DAVI D
Then let’s go to the source and
destroy it.

David gets up and starts wal ki ng out of town.

ABRAHAM
Do you know what you’re sayi ng?

DAVI D
| don’t care.

ABRAHAM
David, you can’t do it on your
own. You need ne.

DAVI D
You woul d betray nme to ny death.

ABRAHAM
Just as | prom se to avenge Beth
t hrough your death, | also prom se
that | wll do nothing to you until
we have succeeded in this.

Davi d stops, realizing.
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DAVI D
| have no choice, do I?

ABRAHAM
No, you don’t.

| NT. ABRAHAM S OFFI CE, TOMN HALL — NI GHT
Abraham sits at his desk. David sits in one of the chairs.

DAVI D
So, what do you suggest?

ABRAHAM
The task before us is as easy as
it is hard. The Tepish Fortress
is situated over the site of the
original Body Hall, and they both
used the sane type of waste system
if you want to call it a system

| NSERT | MAGES: The Tepish Fortress...its interiors...down one of
t he chanber pots to the depths below. ..the interior of a huge
under ground cavern, the contents of which are stagnant excrenent
in deep pools of oily sludge.

ABRAHAM (V. O.)
Every chanber pot in the place
has a tube beneath it that | eads
to a underground cavern. Each
tube has a door at the top and a
door at the bottomto help contain
the snell. Al the waste just sits
down there in dark pools of sone
kind of thick, slick Iiquid.
Al though there is a way into that
room believe ne, you don’t want to
go there. The snell w Il knock you
flat.

BACK TO SCENE

DAVI D
Why does this matter?



ABRAHAM
Human waste, if contained, creates
a gas that wll ignite. Left to

stagnate with the dark fluid, and
you have an expl osive situation.

DAVI D
Meani ng?

ABRAHAM
Meaning, if you drop sonething
like a torch down one of the
chanber pots, it’ll set that whole
|l evel on fire. Once it goes, the
whol e tower will collapse on
itsel f.

DAVI D
That sounds easy.

ABRAHAM
That part is. The problemis that
the flames wll spread so quickly
into the first level that you'll
need to do it frompretty high up
and fromthere, you d have to go
out a wi ndow or sonet hi ng.

DAVI D
Ch. What do we have to work with?

ABRAHAM
| can get you in the door as a
prisoner. Fromthere, | can say
you overpowered nme, and you're
on your owmn. | wll head to the
| ab and destroy what | can. You
can figure out how you can drop a
torch down the tubes and nmake it
out in one piece.

DAVI D
If 1’mgoing to destroy the place,
then why do you need to go to the
| abs, first?
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ABRAHAM
Two reasons: first, you m ght not
succeed, so at least | will have

to; second, if you do succeed,
there’s a chance that sone
information fromthe |lab could
survive. Either way, | want to hit
the lab first.

DAVI D
Fine. Let’s go.

ABRAHAM
| have to do one thing.

| NT. TOAN HALL — NI GHT
Abr aham wal ks down the passage to the sunroom

DAVI D
Were are we goi ng?

ABRAHAM
| need to destroy the subject here.
None can survive if we are to
eradi cate the nutation.

| NT. TOAN HALL SUN ROOM — NI GHT
Abraham enters and stops, nouth open.

DAVI D
VWhat is it?

David | ooks at the room beyond the gl ass. The outside glass has
been smashed and the occupants are gone.

DAVI D
How many were there?

ABRAHAM
Two. One was human and the ot her
Fenpiror, originally. And now,
t hey’ re gone.
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DAVI D
| need to get ny sword.

ABRAHAM
Ri ght .
EXT. KELI RUM — NI GHT

The rain stopped. Thunder continues to roll.

ABRAHAM
At least it stopped raining.
DAVI D
Not for |ong, though. Do you see
t hent?
ABRAHAM
No, | don’t.

David and Abrahamrun into the Hal fway House. Above the door,
perched sideways on the second floor wall is the Subject
Mut ati on. He | eaps down in front of the door and wal ks in.

| NT. KELI RUM HALFWAY HOUSE, ROOM 202 — NI GHT
David runs into the room followed by Abraham
He opens his bag, and puts on his gauntlets, sword, and | ong
coat. He renoves the self-lighting torch fromthe wall and
attaches it to his belt. He turns to Abraham
DAVI D
| wish | had sonething you could

use.

Abraham pull s a dagger fromhis belt.

ABRAHAM
| trained as a Tepish for two
years. I'mno fighter, but |

can protect nyself.
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DAVI D
Let’s go.

They turn for the door. Subject steps into the doorway. He
snarls, showi ng his fangs. Abraham and Davi d back away.

Subj ect |leaps for David. As he |ands, David rolls and kicks
Subj ect toward the wall. Subject smashes through the wall and
out si de.

David runs to the hole and | ooks out. Subject has al ready
crawed to his feet. He smles at David.

DAVI D
Uh- oh.

ABRAHAM
Davi d, | ook out!

David spins as Guard Mutation smashes into him throw ng him
outside onto the ground 2 stories bel ow

EXT. KELIRUM - NI GHT

Subj ect noves in for the kill as well, but Guard bats hi m back.
David kicks Guard off and junps to his feet. He draws his sword
and stands ready.

Abr aham ducks back i nside and runs down the stairs and outsi de.

The two Mutations stand opposite each other. David attenpts to
keep both of themw thin eyesight.

Guard feints behind David and | eaps on his back. He tries to
bite, but David grabs himand throws himto the ground. He
SW ngs, but Guard avoids his sw pe.

Subj ect grabs David from behind and holds himtight. David works
to kick themoff. Guard goes for one side of his neck while
Subj ect goes for the other.

Suddenly, Subject lurches. Abraham w thdraws his dagger from
Subj ect’s back and stabs again. David freed, he delivers a punch
to Guard who is thrown back



91.

Subj ect swi ngs around and throws Abrahamto the ground. Subject
pounces on himand leans in for the bite.

David tries to reach Abraham but Guard keeps hi moccupi ed. He
attacks but David throws himoff. Guard avoi ds every bl ade sw pe
David attenpts in response.

Thunder rolls. Rain falls again as Subject reaches Abraham s
neck. Abraham struggles fruitlessly.

As the drops hit the ground, Subject stops. Guard has al so
ceased his attacks. As Subject’s back gets wet, steam ari ses.
Guard al so begins to steam

Abr aham ki cks Subject off of him Subject lands withing in pain
as the rain beats down on him The skin of the Mutations nelts
away fromtheir bodies and is washed away in the downpour.

Eventual |y, the scream ng ceases and the withing stops. The
Mut ati ons are dead. Abraham and David stand in utter shock.

DAVI D
Did you know t hat woul d happen?

Mout h open, Abraham shakes his head. As the rain falls on the
Mut ati on corpses, steamcontinues to rise fromthem

DAVI D
Let’s go.

Abraham nods and they | eave Kelirum

| NT. ERI M CHURCH CATACOMBS — NI GHT

Dar kness. Tiberius raises the Ilid of his tonb and | ooks out. No
one is out there. No sounds of anything except his own breath.

He crawls out of the crypt. He wal ks to the center of the small
area. Still no sound. He illum nates the torch

Light floods the snall area. Around the perineter of the crypts
are ropes on the ground. The ropes are wet with sonme sort of
dark, shimery substance. Tiberius wi nces when he sniffs of it.



TI BERI US
Rastem We're cl ear

The other 5 exit the crypts and join Tiberius.

KALTESH
And | thought the air was stale
out here.
FALTA
VWat are these?
Tl BERI US
Not sure. They are danp with a foul -
snelling substance. | don't like it.
YORI

What do you think? Further in, or
back the way we cane?

BOLTASH
| doubt the Tepish would I et us go
so easily.

Tl BERI US

| agree. But we may not find another
way out. We can’t remain down here
forever.

TYRAN
So we take our chances either way.

KALTESH
It doesn’t | ook good.

TI BERI US
The ot her problemwe have is that we
don’t know if the Tepish actually
| eft or are canping out down here
waiting for us to show oursel ves.

KALTESH
If we stay together, we should be
able to defend ourselves. W have
t he advantage of surprise.
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TI BERI US
And if | renmenber correctly, there
is another way in near the cenetery.

TYRAN

VWhat if they are watching that exit?
TI BERI US

Then we’ || have to fight.

| NT. ERI M CHURCH CATACOMBS ENTRANCE — NI GHT

Large ropes stretch out fromthe entrance down the cataconbs and
branch out in all directions. Vladimr stands watching the
hal | ways. A Tepish brings hima self-lighting torch. Viadimr
takes it.

VLADI M R
So, ny dear friends, you wish to
hide in a tonb? I wish to add you
to it.

Vladimr touches the torch to the ropes. The flanmes catch
i mredi ately and race down the |l ength of themthrough the
cataconbs. M adimr hands the torch back to the Tepish

VLADI M R
If the flames don't kill them the
snmoke will.

He exits the cataconbs with the other Tepish and cl oses the
door.
| NT. ERI M CHURCH CATACOMBS — NI GHT

The 6 wal k through the halls. Boltash, who is bringing up the
rear, stops and | ooks back.

BOLTASH
Do you hear sonet hi ng?

The others stop and turn. Tiberius listens for a nonent. Hi s
eyes w den.



TI BERI US
They’ re burning us out! Run!

They run through the halls followng Yori. The flanmes catch up
to themrunni ng down the ropes.

FALTA
Stay away fromthe ropes

The flames bypass them Now they run through a hall of fire,
going to an unknown desti nati on.

Tl BERI US
Fol |l ow the ropes. They have to | ead
sonmewher e

YORI

How can you be sure?

TI BERI US
Bl i nd hope, at this point.

YORI

But they’'re bound to be waiting
when we cone out.

TI BERI US
1’11 take a good fight over this.

They follow the ropes through the cataconbs until...

I NT. ERI M MAUSCLEUM — NI GHT

A door slams open in the mausol eum of a cenetery on the
outskirts of Erim The 6 Rastemrun out. Snoke billows after
them They gasp with breath

TYRAN
W' ve gotta get sone fresh air.

Tyran noves for the door.

TI BERI US
Wai t!



Ti berius noves to the door and |listens. Muffled voi ces sound
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fromoutside. One stands above the rest, giving nuffled orders.

Tl BERI US
Get ready.

The 6 remai ning Rastemdraw their swords and prepare for the
worst. Tyran stands at one of the double doors, while Tiberius
stands at the other.

Tl BERI US
On three, we conme out fighting.

Tyran nods. The 4 inside stand ready to run.

TI BERI US
1...2...3!

Tyran and Tiberius fling the doors open and the 6 charge out,
ready for battle.

EXT. ERI M CEMETERY — NI GHT

They run out and stop. They all relax. Urich and a small band
of Elewo pile carcasses of Tepi sh beside gravestones. U rich
| ooks up, startled, and then rel axes.

ULRI CH
Wel |, that explains the Tepish
build-up in the cenetery.

EXT. ERIM — NI GHT

David and Abrahamfly into Erimin the Levi-cart. They cruise

through the center of the city towards the fortress. He pulls

the Levi-cart off to the side, out of the line of sight of the
fortress.

Davi d and Abraham get out of the cart and wal k towards the
fortress.

DAVI D
You' re sure they' |l just let you
take me in there unescorted?
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ABRAHAM
| don’t know. Act drugged. | can
explain around it.

DAVI D
Al right.

Abraham carries David' s sword, and they approach the fortress
entrance. A Tepish Guard halts them

TEPI SH GUARD
Stop. What is your nane?

ABRAHAM
Abr aham Bar ber. Al chem st under
the Kurvatz Ml nak. Wbrking on
the Mutation serum

TEPI SH GUARD
VWho is this?

ABRAHAM
This is David Taylor. | have a
truth potion | can give himso he
can tell a Triver where the Rastem
are | ocat ed.

The guard | ooks at Davi d.

TEPI SH GUARD
VWhat’s wong with hin®

ABRAHAM
He is drugged and docile. | can
handl e him

TEPI SH GUARD
Very well. Move al ong.

Abr aham pushes David through the entrance. After they pass, the
two guards | ook at each other and smle. Close inspection
reveals that these two are two of the Mutations fromthe earlier
battl e.



97.

| NT. TEPI SH FORTRESS — NI GHT

Abraham | eads David through the institutional halls of the
Fortress. He guides David into a small room

On the backside of the roomis a wench of sone sort. A cable
| eads fromthe wench up out of the room and another next to it
is attached to the floor.

DAVI D
VWhat's this?

ABRAHAM
You'l |l see.

Abraham sl i des a cage door closed. He punps a handl e which runs
several gears attached to the wench. The wench gathers the cable
and pulls the room upwards.

DAVI D
This is amazi ng!
ABRAHAM
It is. Wre still working on one

that you don’t have to punp to go
up. It’'s easier than wal king stairs,
all the sane.

DAVI D
True.

They watch as the floors pass by. Abraham | ooks worri ed.

DAVI D
VWhat’'s wrong?

ABRAHAM
It’s too quiet. The last tinme | was
here, there was nuch activity. O at
| east, you coul d hear talking.
But there’s nothing. It concerns ne.
Be ready for anything.

Davi d nods and draws hi s sword.
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They pass a floor where several Fenpiror are passed out on the
floor. David turns to Abraham who | ooks very concerned.

DAVI D
10 seconds, right?

Abr aham nods.

DAVI D
Any unconsci ousness after that?

ABRAHAM
About 30 mnutes to an hour.

DAVI D
Whi ch neans we’re going to have
sonme problens getting out.

Abr aham nods and keeps punping. He stops as the roomcones to
rest on the 7'" floor. David sidles out. Abraham wal ks out and
turns to the right.

ABRAHAM
Fol | ow ne.

David foll ows, watching his back

| NT. ELEWO H DEQUT — NI GHT
Ti berius stands with U rich.

Tl BERI US
Thi s outrage nust be stopped,
U rich. The Tepish cannot be
allowed to further pervert
humanity i ke this.

ULRI CH
And yet, our previous run on the
Tepi sh fortress met with di sastrous
results.



TI BERI US
| f by ny death, we may stop the
spread of these things, then
willingly sacrifice it.

ULRI CH
We cannot ask our people to do
this.

Tl BERI US
O course we can’t. | vol unteer
and we shall take vol unteers.

ULRI CH
We shall nmake it known what we
want to do, and when we nean to
do it. That way, no one is conpelled
to follow, and they need not turn
fromour face if they wish to back
out.

Tl BERI US
Agreed. Have you heard from any of
my ot her Rastenf? Those who were not
in ny party when we noved.

ULRI CH
15 Rastem were found at your new
guarters. W have brought them here.

Ti berius turns, frustrated.

TI BERI US
Less than half of that party. They
must be st opped.

ULRI CH
Then | shall spread the word anong
my people, and allow you to do the
sanme with yours

Tl BERI US
W | eave as soon as possible.

ULRI CH
Very wel | .
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| NT. TEPI SH FORTRESS - MJTATI ON LAB — NI GHT

Abraham and David enter the lab. It is a nmess. Abraham | ooks
over it, concerned.

ABRAHAM
Davi d, have you heard the story of
Voi vode and the creation of the
Fenpi ror?

DAVI D
O course.

ABRAHAM
You renenber what the Tepish did to
hi mand his | ab when they took over.

DAVI D
They changed hi m and destroyed his
| ab.

ABRAHAM
Do you know that history repeats
itsel f?

DAVI D
Then we better get out of here.

ABRAHAM
Right. There's a water closet-

The door slans open. Several Fenpiror file into the room
Viadimr foll ows.

VLADI M R
You were seen approachi ng, Abraham
Interesting to find you here with
your old friend, on whom | believe
you sSwore vengeance.

ABRAHAM
What’'s going on Viadimr?
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VLADI M R
| " m surprised you need ask.
(to the other Fenpiror)
Bring them

They di sarm David. Abrahamis forced al ong.

I NT. ELROD MALNAK' S CHAMBER, TEPI SH FORTRESS — NI GHT

KARI AN, Elrod Ml nak of the Tepish, sits atop his throne with
his TRIVER (TYRONIS, OLI GAR, and VYRNYA) surrounding him O her
Tepi sh stand guard around t hem

VIadimr | eads David and Abrahaminto the chanber. Upon reaching
Karian, VMl adimr kneels. Abraham and the other Tepish follow
suit, but David refuses.

KARI AN
So, the prodigy of the late
Zechari ah stands before ne again.
| do not forget a face, lad. You
were silent last time, but wll
probably say nmuch now. Al ready,
| see you |l earned nmuch fromhis
i nsol ence.

DAVI D
| hold no reverence for you, so |
will not bow to you.

KARI AN
It nmatters not.

He gestures, and the others rise.
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KARI AN
At this time, we are all together
in the sanme boat. Trapped by our
own i npudence. By now, you know we
have acconplished our goal in
creating the perfect Tepish warrior.
One who thinks of nothing but the
goal . But our perfection turned on
us. The creation turned on its
creator and now you two sli pped
t hrough the cracks to find
your sel ves trapped on the only fl oor
not yet overrun. How | ucky for you.

DAVI D
The folly of Voivode repeats.

ABRAHAM
So the guards at the door?

VLADI M R
The guards got replaced first. They
woul d et Tiberius, Urich, and the
whol e of the Rastem and El ewo forces
in. Only because they know they wll
be turning whoever cones in eventually.

DAVI D
But this floor is not free. The
| ab was destroyed.

Karian |l ooks to Vladimr.

KARI AN
s this true?

VLADI M R
We found the |ab in shambl es, but
di d not investigate.

KARI AN
And you did not destroy it, Abrahan?



ABRAHAM

Real i zi ng the danger of the Mitation,
it was ny intention, but soneone got

t here before ne.

KARI AN
So they’'re here. ..
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A Tepish guard runs into the room He closes and bars the door.

He turns to Karian with fear on his face.

GUARD

They’ ve broken through, Elrod

Mal nak. We are fini shed.

EXT. ERIM STREETS — NI GHT

He kneel s.

Ti berius wal ks before a contingent of Rastem and El ewo warri ors.

Urich stands to one side watching.

The Rastem and El ewo cheer.
cl asp hands.

TI BERI US
Loyal Fenpiror, we stand at the
edge of our doom The Tepi sh have
commtted an act agai nst nature by
creating what can only be
determ ned as true Vanpires. This
perversion nust be stopped at al
costs, even at the costs of our
own lives. You have all vol unteered
for this mssion with the know edge
that you may not return. W go
agai nst the Fortress of the Tepi sh,
where it began. W nust stop this
ni ght mare before it spreads. W
give our lives for the generations
to follow We will not allowthis
blight on the earth to continue. If
we die, we die for those who wll
[ive. Tonight, we fight!

TI BERI US
To death, old friend.

Ti berius wal ks to U rich and they
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ULRI CH
To deat h.

Ti berius and Urich takes their positions before the Rastem and
El ewo. They march to the Fortress.

| NT. ELROD MALNAK CHAMBER, TEPI SH FORTRESS — NI GHT

GQuards stand near the door, ready. Ot hers stand against it,
braci ng agai nst the inpacts of the Miutations. Vladimr, Abraham
David, and the Tepish Hierarchy stay behind themall.

KARI AN
Viadimr.

VLADI M R
My | ord.

KARI AN

G ve David his sword.

VLADI M R
You're certain?

KARI AN
We fight and die together. Die or
becone |ike them He will have no
nmotivation to kill wus.

VLADI M R
As you w sh.

Viadimr gives David his sword. David nods.

DAVI D
Thank you, Vliadimr.

VLADI M R
Let us pray you’ ve |earned
sonething in the past 10 years.

DAVI D
| assure you | have.

Davi d stands besi de Abraham ready for anything.
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DAVI D
(to Abraham
| s there another way out of this
roonf
ABRAHAM
If there is, I’'ve never heard of

it. If there were wi ndows, we'd be
overrun al ready.

DAVI D
Good poi nt.

The poundi ng continues. The thick wooden door cracks under the
bl ows.

DAVI D
Here we go.

Abr aham draws hi s dagger and gul ps.
ABRAHAM

Yes. Here we go.
EXT. TEPI SH FORTRESS — NI GHT
Ti berius, Urich, and their nodest arny approach the entry of
the Tepish Fortress. The guards grin and bare their teeth.
Rastem draw their swords. El ewo ready thensel ves
| NT. ELROD MALNAK CHAMBER, TEPI SH FORTRESS — NI GHT
The Mutations continue pounding at the door. Splinters fall to
the ground. Hol es open in the woodwork. The Tepi sh and David
prepare thenselves for their final stand.
EXT. TEPI SH FORTRESS — NI GHT

Ti berius raises his sword before the formati on.

Tl BERI US
Char ge!
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The arny charges the Fortress. The guards are qui ckly downed as
t he group charges i nward.

| NT. TEPI SH FORTRESS - MAI N ENTRY — NI GHT

The Rastem and El ewo enter the high foyer which stretches up for
several floors. Mutations scurry out of the woodwork all over

the place. They scurry down the walls and out of the doorways.

Tl BERI US
Prepare yoursel ves

The Mutations reach the arny and strike!

I NT. TEPI SH FORTRESS - ELROD MALNAK CHAMBER - NI GHT

The poundi ng ceases. The Mutations at the door run away. Those
wi thin | ook at each other, confused.

VLADI M R
VWhat happened?

GUARD
Unknown, sir.

KARI AN

Open the doors.

Cautiously, the guards | ook out of the doors. The hall is enpty.
Sounds of a distant battle ring through the halls.

KARI AN

Go! Check it out.
GUARD

(re: David)

VWhat about hi nf?

KARI AN
| don’t care.

The Tepish and David file out to the battle. As the Tepish
conti nue on, David hangs back. Abraham sl ows down and turns to
hi m
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ABRAHAM
What are you doi ng?

DAVI D
| need to visit the water cl oset.

Abraham nods in the direction of a nearby water closet and
follows on. David ducks into it.

I NT. TEPI SH FORTRESS - MAI N ENTRY - NI GHT

The Rastem and El ewo work their crafts sw nging and sl ashing at
their enemes. The Miutations are deadly quick, and get the
better of several warriors. Wth others to back the fallen
warriors up, however, the Mutations are unable to get a hold on
any of them

| NT. TEPI SH FORTRESS - SEVENTH FLOOR WATER CLOSET - N GHT

Davi d presses the pedal activating the trap door on the chanber
pot. He lights the torch. He smles and drops it down the hole.
He rel eases the lever and the trap door closes. He | eaves the
wat er cl oset.

| NT. TEPI SH FORTRESS - MAI N ENTRY - NI GHT

The Tepish guards join the battle wwth the Rastem and El ewo. The
Rastem and El ewo are sonmewhat surprised to see their adversaries
join in the battle against their creations.

| NT. TEPI SH FORTRESS - CHAMBER POT PASSAGE - N GHT

The torch drops into the depths. As soon as it breaks the pl ane
of the second trap, the fire ignites the gas and waste. It
spreads quickly across the surface of the liquid below w th

deaf eni ng boom

I NT. TEPI SH FORTRESS - SEVENTH FLOOR - N GHT

David stunbles in the hallway.
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I NT. TEPI SH FORTRESS - MAI N ENTRY - NI GHT

The arny stunbles causing a hiccup in the battle. Flanmes engulf
portions of the floor.

Tl BERI US
What ' s goi ng on?

Abr aham speaks up.

ABRAHAM
It's David. He dropped a flane
into the depths below the fortress.
This place is going to burn to the
gr ound.

Ti berius sml es.

Tl BERI US
Good boy.

I NT. TEPI SH FORTRESS - SEVENTH FLOOR - N GHT

David gets to his feet. Behind him a Miutation creeps up. David
freezes. He whi ps around and draws his sword as the Miutation
pounces on him David rolls the Mutation off himand out the

w ndow.

DAVI D
Ch no.

David runs over to the w ndow and | ooks out. There is no sign of
the Mutation outside the wi ndow, on the ground, or even across
the all eyway on a nearby buil di ng.

The Mutation is perched on the wall above David' s head!

It junps down grabbing David s head. David jerks back inside the
wi ndow, throw ng the Miutation off balance. The Miutation catches
itself on the edge of the wi ndow and | eaps through to attack
Davi d.

David holds his sword out to inpale the Mutation, but it stops
short and avoids the bl ade. David takes several sw pes at the
Mut ation, but each tinme it avoids his contact.
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The fl oor shakes again which throws the Miutation off bal ance.
Davi d takes advantage of the nonment and runs the Miutation
t hr ough.

I NT. TEPI SH FORTRESS - MAI N ENTRY - NI GHT

The battle is won. The Mutations flee into the rafters,
oblivious to the peril.

TI BERI US
Let’s get out of here!

The Rastem Elewo, and Tepish all nmake a break for the entrance.

| NT. TEPI SH FORTRESS - ELROD MALNAK CHAMBER - NI GHT
Karian paces along with his three Triver.

TYRONI S
El rod Mal nak, the trenors are
getting worse, we should go.

KARI AN
No, Tyronis. Qur mssion is to
| ead. W& should be escorted out
for our own protection.

ALl GAR

| agree. It’s too dangerous to go
W t hout escorts.

EXT. ERIM STREETS - N GHT

Fl anes engulf the base of the fortress. Vladimr stands next to
Ti berius and the Tepi sh Guards.

Tl BERI US
VMiadimr, isn't the El rod Ml nak
still up in there.

VLADI M R

He can take care of hinself.
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| NT. TEPI SH FORTRESS — NI GHT

Davi d charges down the steps towards the entrance. The fortress
suddenly lurches down into the ground. The floor coll apses from
beneath the steps below David backs up the steps and heads to
the next fl oor.

| NT. TEPI SH FORTRESS - ELROD MALNAK CHAMBER - NI GHT

The Triver suddenly stand still in shock. Several Mitations
slink through the doorway. Upon seeing them they smle w de,
fanged sm | es.

VYRNYA
El rod Mal nak. Kari an. W have a
probl em

Karian backs away from them

TYRONI S
VWhat do we do?

KARI AN
Becone |i ke them

More Miutations enter the room They strike!

I NT. TEPI SH FORTRESS - THI RD FLOOR - N GHT

David heads to a nearby wi ndow. From hi gh above, he hears
screans fromthe Elrod Mal nak and his staff. David shakes his
head.

He | ooks out the w ndow across an alleyway to a nearby buil di ng.
He gl ances behind him as several Mitations wal k around the
cor ner.

He | eaps out the window to the nearby building. He grabs onto
the side of the roof, but loses his grip and crashes to the
gr ound.

As the Mutations approach, the floor falls out beneath them
They fall into the flam ng nmuck in the basenent of the Fortress.
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EXT. ERIM STREETS — N GHT

The Rastem El ewo, and Tepish stand silently as the Tepish
Fortress col |l apses onto itself and into the ground.

As it burns, Vladimr glances at a Tepish standing near him
Viadimr slowy backs away fromthe group. O her Tepish warriors
do the sane.

Ti berius turns to Urich.

Tl BERI US
It is time to handl e the Tepi sh.

ULRI CH
| agree.

They wal k t hrough the throng of warriors.

Tl BERI US
VWere are they?

They conti nue | ooki ng.

ULRI CH
| believe the cowards have fled
once agai n.

TI BERI US
It appears that way.

EXT. TEPI SH FORTRESS ALLEY - N GHT

David lies on the ground, unconscious. A dagger is placed
agai nst his neck. Abraham kicks himin the side.

ABRAHAM
Cet up!

He ki cks agai n.

ABRAHAM
Wake up!



Davi d opens his eyes. Abraham hol ds the dagger tight agai nst
hi m

ABRAHAM
Qur truce is at an end. You are now
responsi ble for not only Beth's
change, but her death as well. You
di d not protect her.

DAVI D
So, even after everything-

Abr aham pushes in on the dagger.

ABRAHAM
Everyt hing you do cannot change
what you’ ve done! You destroyed
her life! You destroyed mne in
the process! How can | forgive

t hat ?
DAVI D

So you're going to kill ne.
ABRAHAM

| told you |I would.

David kicks his leg into Abrahanmis side, tossing his over
David’s head. David whips up, draws his sword and holds it
bef ore Abraham

DAVI D
Today is not the day.
ABRAHAM
If you' re going to kill nme, then
go ahead. | don't deserve to live.
DAVI D

What will you do if I let you go?

112.
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ABRAHAM
Make sure none of those things
survived. If they did, | wll

track them down and destroy them
They are ny responsibility, and |
w il take care of them

DAVI D
You can cone with us.

ABRAHAM
| will not be a part of anything
that accepts you. If I find
you again, I will not hesitate to
make good on ny prom se.

Davi d sheathes his sword. He offers his hand to Abraham Abraham
shakes himoff and rises to his feet.

DAVI D
| don’t hate you, Abraham | regret
what happened, but we nust nake

t he nost of what we have. |’ m not
going to kill you. You are not ny
eneny.

ABRAHAM
| wish we could agree. Good-bye,
Davi d.

DAVI D

Go in peace, Abraham

Abr aham wal ks away. David watches himgo. Tiberius walks in
behi nd him

TI BERI US
That was your friend?

DAVI D
He was.

Ti berius | eads David out of the alley and into the streets.
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TI BERI US
No one can say anything to fix this.
He chose his path. You chose yours.
You can’t make hi m change his m nd.

DAVI D
| know.

TI BERI US
Good work, today. You ve proven
yourself, finally.

DAVI D
Thank you, Tiberi us.

TI BERI US
Rastem and El ewo. Appreciation for
Davi d, who destroyed the Tepish
Fortress, and with it, the Vanpire
mut ati ons.

The Rastem and El ewo appl aud David. They nake their way fromthe
Rui ns.

EXT. /I NT. TEPI SH FORTRESS RUI NS — NI GHT

Moving towards the Fortress ruins and through the ruins. In the
ruins of the Elrod Ml nak Chanber, Karian |ies unconscious on
the floor. He is mracul ously untouched by the destruction of
the Fortress.

He yawns wi dely revealing el ongated canines. H s eyes snap open.

CUT TO BLACK.



